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JTories hammered in
council elections:

GENERAL
ELEGTION

The Tories

have been

thrashed in the county elec-
tions. The results of last

Thursday’s polls

are a

devastating vote of no con-

fidence in

government.

Throughout the coun-
try, but especially in the
working-class areas of
the big cities and indust-
rial towns, angry voters
came out decisively aga-
inst mass unemployment,
slashed living standards,
and cut after vicious cut
in education and vital
services.

Labour won contrel of
14 councils, and the
Tories lost overall control
of another eight. All six
big Metropolitan Coun-
ties, together with the
Greater London Council,
are now under Labour
control.

The vote against the
Tories was highest in the
areas worst hit by unem-
ployment, in the North

" East, the North West and
the Midlands. Labour
won landslide victories in
Lancashire, Cumbria,
Northumberland and

Humberside.

Labour now controls
every English county cou-
ncil north of the Mersey
and the Humber [there
were no elections this

Thatcher’

By Bob Labi

(London Labour
~ Party Executive
member)

time in Scotland]. But
the Tories also lost
control of “true blue”
counties like Cheshire
[for the first time ever]
and Warwickshire [for
the first time since 1897].

Even in ‘Royal’ Berk-
shire, the county of
stock-brokers, stud
farms and aristocratic

garden fetes, Labour

gains have robbed the
Tories of overall control.

Millions of voters whe
took 900 council seats off
the Tories want the
Tories out—out of West-
minster as well as out of
the County Halls.

The great majority of
trade unionists and Lab-
our Party members, to-
gether with millions of
Labour veters, will en-
thusiastically back the
challenge to Thatcher
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SHEER pMwDLESS RRESPONS/BILITY, 4u0 THEY ¢
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Alan Fisher at Scottish TUC conference.

£Where is Thalcher S
mandate now? She
must call ageneral
election ?

AN THINK ABOUT ARE

HOUSES, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS , REASONARLE FARES . . «

Police State methods
used hyDHSS

¢“An evening visit can
be very effective in a
liable relative, i.e. a
lone mother case.”

‘“Effective’’ means
frightening.

This advice comes not
from a handbook feor
“minders” or ‘‘protec-
tion’’agents, but from

DHSS circular FIG
(RQO)/2, the scandalous

contents of which
‘Militant’ can now
reveal.

The circular outlines
the police-state methods
the DHSS bosses, under
instruction from the Tor-
ies, want some of their
staff to use against Social

Security claimants.

The circular proposes
that on mere suspicion of
fraud, and without nec-
essarily having clear evi-
dence, claimants should
pe subject to harrassment

Exclusive details from a

‘Militant’

reporter,

of in-

structions given by the DHSS
to social security ‘fraud’ in-

vestigators.

and intimidation aimed
at bringing an end to the
claimants’ benefit and
almost certainly leading
to the distress of being
branded a ‘‘scrounger’’.

It is objectionable that
at a time when cuts are
being made, money is
poured into investigating
fraud and abuse,” said
Peter Palmer, chairman
of the DHSS section of

the Society of Civil Ser-
vants last weekend.
One of the most iniqui-

tous measures introduced
_is the “specialist claims

control”. This is known
to the social security
trade unions as ‘‘the
knocker campaign’’,
illustrated in this DHSS
circular.

A ‘special team of
investigators go into soc-

ial security offices, pick
out a number of cases
and investigate them for
fraud. They try to make
claimants withdraw
claims through an atmos-
phere of fear and shame
at wanting to claim in the
first place.

A knock on the door in
the night is usually a very
effective form of intimi-
dation. Paragraph 16 of
the document says it
“will be necessary to
make further investiga-
tions, observations, shad-
owing, liaison with the
police, checking of vehi-
cle numbers.” ’

CONTINUED ON
BACK PAGE
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MITTERAND WINS!

The victory of Fran-
cois Mitterand in the
French Presidential
elections has initiat-
ed a new era for
France and indeed

the whole of Europe.

The victory of the socialist
candidate was greeted by
huge crowds of workers in
Paris and other towns of
France with an outburst of
rejoicing reminiscent of the
victory of the Popular Front
government in 1936.

According to ‘The Guar-
dian’ even policemen made
a victory sign. A riot police
squad hurrying to the
Socialist Party’s headquart-
ers on the Left Bank
sounded ‘Mitterand 'Presi-
deat’ bn its horn.

Mitterand received 52%
of the vote compared to
Giscard D’Estaing’s 47.
96%, a higher margin of
victory than D’Estaing’s
triumph over Mitterand in
1974.

Mitterand received more
than a million more votes
than his opponent this time.

Reflecting the gloom of
the French capitalists, the
franc and share prices
plummetted downwards on
the Bourse in the aftermath
of the election results.

At the same time, the dis-
contented French workers
and middle class, aroused
by the prospect of breaking
the 23-year rule of the right,

turned out in greater num-
bers than in the first round.
A full 5% more of the
electorate voted in the final
ballot, most of those being
Mitterand supporters.

Moreover, this victory was
achieved in the teeth of the
blatant bias of the Giscard-
controlled media, particu-
larly the TV. Feeling the
ground slip from beneath
his feet, Giscard attempted
to lie his way back into the
Elysee Palace. This ploy,
however, was just as ineffec-
tive as the scare campaign of
the Tories in the London
GLC elections. Indeed, it
completely rebounded on
Giscard D’Estaing. Not only
the working class, but the
small businessmen and
farmers were in revolt
against Giscard and his
regime.

Together with his prime
minister Barre, he attemp-
ted to implement a Franch
form of Thatcherism. Sav-
age cuts in living standards
and state expenditure were
imposed as a means of
boosting the profits of big
business.

Unemployment shot up to
1.7 million, 7.3% of the
working population.

The indignation at the
return of mass unemploy-
ment in the chants following
the election victory by the
workers in Paris: ‘Mitterand
President, Giscard unem-
ployed.’

While life for the inhabi-

tants of the great grey tower
blocks of council flats which
scar French cities has grown
worse the rich have become
even richer. According to an
OECD survey, among lead-
ing industrial nations
France ranks the country
with ‘“the most unegual
distribution of wealth.”

The collapse of the
French economy has result-
ed in the record number of
bankruptcies of small busi-
nessmen. The middle class
have seen their problems
grow while Giscard hob-
nobbed with obscene dic-
tators like Bokassa and
received lavish gifts of
diamonds, etc, from their
hands. ;

The Poujadists, represen-
ting small businessmen,
actually called omn their
supporters to vote for Mit-
terand in the final ballot!

Mitterand’s programme
includes proposals for a
wealth tax, a minimum
wage, and a 35-hour week.
This is to be achieved by a
programme of ‘reflation’
and the nationalisation of
all private banks and eleven
giant industrial groups.
This engendered tremen-
dous support amongst the
working class.

Mitterand will now be
compelled to try and capit-
alise on this victory by
dissolving the National As-
sembly [parliament] and
declaring new electioms,
probably for late Jume. In

the euphoria of victory it is
most probable that this will
lead to a big victory for the
workers’ parties. Support
for the Socialist Party in
particular will grow mas-
sively.

There are big obstacles
still in the way of victory in
the assembly election for
the left, however. The
constituency boundaries are
completely rigged in favour
of the right. For instance, in
the conservative Alps reg-
ion, 30,000 votes elect a
deputy, yet in radical Paris,
180,000 votes are needed!

But Mitterand will prob-
ably boost the support for
the Left by using his
Presidential powers to in-
troduce radical measures
such as a minimum wage.

What is certain is that the
working class will see the
victory of Mitterand as a
signal to move forward to
implement the demands
promised in his election
programme. As in 1936 they
could implement a 35-hour
week even before Mitterand
gets round to legislating in
its favour. ’

This in turn could push
Mitterand to go even further
than he intends. He will be
compelled to nationalise the
banks and may even nation-
alise some of the eleven
industrial companies.

His election victory has
aroused the whole of the
working class in France. But
even if the whole programme
is introduced this will not be
sufficient to solve the preb-
lems facing the French
working class.

If the industrial compan-
ies were nationalised, only
40% of industry would be in
the hands of the state. Power
would still be in the hands of
the capitalists. The capital-
ists will use this pewer to
undermine and sabotage the
reformist measures of a
Mitterand government.
They will try to cancel out
increases in wages and the

shorter working week
through inflation.
In 1936 they were compel-

led to retreat in the face of
the sit-in strikes of the
French working class and
concede the 40 hour week.
However, later, on, when
disillusionment with the
Popular Front government
set in they took back the
concessions.

A new
phase

Moreover, in 1968 big
concessions in wages were
granted in order to derail
the general strike. But the
capitalists took back these
gains through inflation at a
later stage.

Even in Portugal, where
70% of industry was taken
over, because the process
has not been completed and
a socialist planned economy
established, capitalism has
been able to recover.

Gradually, counter-reve-
lution in Portugal has
whittled away the gains of
the 1974 revolution and a
right wing government is
now in power.

The only way to guarantee
the reforms promised by
Mitterand is by going the
whole way and taking over
with minimum compen-
sation, the assets of the 200
families, who dominate the
commanding heights of the
French economy.

In this way, a planned
economy could be intro-
duced, democratically con-
trolled by the working class.

If this road is not taken,
as sure as night follows day,
the right will make a
come-back in France. Al-
ready, Chirac, leader of the
Gaullists, has cast himself
in the role of a right-wing
‘saviour’ of France after the
period of ‘socialist turmoil’.

However, things will never
be the same in France or in
Europe. The victory of the
French workers has raised
the movement of the work-
ing class throughout the
whole of Europe onto a
higher plane. It is a pointer
to what will happen in
Britain when a general
election takes place here.

The Socialist Party and
the Communist Party are
bound to grow in influence
and members in the next
period. Events will demon-
strate to its rank and file
that only a werked out
Marxist programme and
perspective is capable of
satisfying the aroused ex-
pectations of the French
workers.

The permanent change
which the working class
have shown they desire is
possible only by establishing
a socialist France. - 4

The defence of people
appearing in court on
charges arising from
the Brixton events of
11/12 April is an
urgent priority.

The court proceedings,
with some people still
remanded in prison, and the
fines and costs are causing
serious hardship for the
families of many of those in-
volved.

Most are pleading ‘not
guilty’, and are being
remanded on bail for.various
dates between May and
August. Some youths,
however, under pressure and
without proper legal advice
have pleaded guilty.

In many cases, it is the vic-
tims of police rough-handling
or assault who are being
charged with ‘assault on the
police’ or ‘threatening
behaviour’. There is great bit-
terness in the Brixton area
about this, not just amongst
youth involved, but among
their families and older peo-
ple generally who are well
aware of what is going on.

One youth who was hit by
police was himself charged
with assault—and was held in
custody in Lewes Prison. On-
ly recently has he been out on
bail (£400), is obliged to stay
at home between the hours of
7pm and 7am and has to
report two days a week to
Brixton Police station.

The LPYS believes that all
the charges arising from the
Brixton events should be
dropped. The police opera-
tions, harassment and in-
timidation, provoked the
violence. Throwing petrol

bombs and looting are not
forms of action which can be
supported by the labour
movement, but they were
nevertheless a response to the
police attack and expressed
the anger and frustration of
youth suffering from
unemployment and appalling
social conditions.

Apart from this, however,
is the fact that many of those
arrested during the clashes,
and particularly afterwards
when more arrests took
place, were simply by-
standers in no way involved
in fighting the police. Many
people were arbitrarily and in-
discrimintely seized and ar-
rested by the police.

While these youth are be-
ing brought up before the
magistrates, police who threw
bricks and beat up innocent
bystanders are let off scot
free!

More arrests ar being
made, with police carrying
out raids in the early hours of
the morning.

The importance given+by
the new GLC Labour majori-
ty to the Police Committee,
under the chairmanship of
councillor Paul Boateng is to
be welcomed. The committee
should immediately begin its
own investigation of the
Metropolitan Police’s role in
Brixton and other similar
areas of London.

The labour movement in
London must mobilise in sup-
port of the Labour GLC

By Kevin Fernandez

manifesto pledges in relation
to the police, that the
Metropolitan Police - should
be accountable to elected
representatives of the GLC,
and that the SPG, the Special
Branch and the Immigration
Intelligence Unit should be
disbanded.

These demands had been
called for during the LPYS
campaign in Brixton and
received enthusiastic support
at the LPYS mass meeting of
600 on 15 April.

The LPYS policies have
been receiving an extremely
favourable response in the
area. Eighty people have
shown an interest in getting
involved in the LPYS
meetings, days of action,
socials, etc. Lambeth Central
LPYS branch successfully
held its inaugural meeting last
Monday.

LPYS members are conti-
nuing to carry out urgent
work for the Labour Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Brixton. This includes peti-
tioning and raising money for
a hardship fund for
defendents, sending
observers to the Courts, and
speaking at various labour
movement branches to build
support for the Committee.

The latest sponsors of the
Committee are the secretary
of the POEU South Central
branch, the South London
branch of the National Socie-
ty of Metal Mechanics, and
the Morden branch of

Labour Committee
takes on urgent tasks

ASLEF. Many individual
shop stewards are signing and
distributing the Labour Com-
mittee petition.

The Labour Committee for
the Defence of Brixton was
formed on the initiative of
the LPYS, and with the sup-
port of local trade union and
Labour Party activists to take
immediate action on some of
the urgent issues arising from
the Brixton events.

The local Labour Parties
were until 7 May preoccupied
with the GLC ‘and it has
taken time for trade union
bodies to meet and decide on
action. ,

The LCDB responded to
the urgent demand for action
from the youth and black
people of the area, and from
the outset attempted to
broaden its basis by calling
for support, and represen-
tatives, from local trade
union organisations.

It’s main aim (as reported
previously) is to press for a
full people’s inquiry, firmly
based int he Icoal labour
movement, and to organise
immediate assistance for
those who were arrested and
their families.

Some groundwork has
been done by the LCDB in
collecting material relevant to
such an inquiry—but the
pressure for it must be im-
mediately stepped up, with
the involvement of Labour
Parties, trade unions, black
organisations, shop stewards’

_ committees, and the tenants’

movement in the locality.
Lord Scarman’s inquiry,
set up by the Tory Home
Secretary, William Whitelaw,
will be conducted in two

Photo: Militant

Police move in to Brixton High Street, Saturday 11 April

parts: ‘‘(1) an examination of
the events of 10/12 April and
their immedite causes; and (2)
consideration of the underly-
ing causes, with special
reference to the problem of
policing areas where the com-
munity is mutli-racial.”
Official publicity for
the Scarman inquiry con-
firms its narrow aims (look-
ing into °‘policing’) and its
legalistic approach. People in
Brixton overwhelmingly
believe that Scarman is a
white-washing exercise on

behalf of the Tories, and

are
1mn-

black organisations
recommending that

dividuals should not appear
to give evidence concerning
their own cases, as there is no
guarantee at all that this will
not have repercussions as far
as the police are concerned.

The preliminary hearing of
the Scarman inquiry takes
place on 14 May, and public
hearings are due to start in <
June.

The limitations of Scarman
and the demand for a real in-
vestigation of the roots of
the Brixton crisis, from the
point of view of the Brixton
people, underlines the need
for the labour movement to
implement a real inquiry.
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Peoples marchforjobs

A cheering, enthusiastic
crowd of over 7,000 greeted
the marchers on the eastern
leg of the People’s March
for Jobs as they entered
Sheffield on Friday.

If proof was ever needed -

that Thatcher’s policies of
trying to drive ordinary

working-class people into
the ground will never work,
then that proof was given
here.

In the redundancy-rav-
aged town of Sheffield
people were genuinely glad
to see that somebody was
doing something to protest

SATURDAY MAY 30th “Rock for Jobs’ Carnival,
Brockwell Park, Lambeth, south London. Bands
playing include Pete Townsend, Aswad etc; and
George Melly, Trad Jazz, Folk. Stalls etc. [Including

an LPYS stall} 2pm-7pm

LPYS members meet 1pm onwards by the main gate
opposite Herne Hill station [7 minutes from Victoria].

STINDAY MAY 31 Mass Demonstration. Assemble 12

noon Speakers Corner, Hyde Park, (Marble Arch Tube)

march to Trafalgar Square. Rallies at Hyde Park and
Trafalgar Square. Bring banners!

against the rape and pilage
of their once proud steel
industry.

On the road into the city
centre we passed one closed
down steel mill after ano-
ther. People were coming
out to protest not only
against lost jobs, but about
all the lost pride and
dignity, and the wasted lives
of both young and old.

Hatred of the Tories was
obvious. There were loud
chants of “Maggie, Maggie,
Maggie—Out! Out! Out!”
all the way to the city hall.
_ People dipped very deeply
into their pockets to help the
march along. In just a few
hours we collected £1,206.
That just shows how much
working-class people are
prepared to sacrifice to help
kick out the Tories.

Workers solid for Lahour

Working-class voters
came out solidly ag-
ainst the Tories in
the County Council
elections last Thurs-
day—nad produced
a landslide victory
for Labour in the
urban indusrial ar-
eas.

Besides regaining control of
four Metropolitan counties
lost in 1977 (Manchester,
Merseyside, W. Midlands,
and E. Yorkshire) it won con-
trol of fourteen others, in-
cluding several on which
Labour has never before had
a majority.

The attempt by the capital-
ist media to present this as a
“disappointing” result for
Labour is outright distortion.
They are trying to cover up a
shattering Tory defeat.

The clear polarisation was
not just a North-South divi-
sion. There was also a clear
class polarisation in London
and the South East.

The “two party” swing
since 1977 (based on Labour
~and Tory votes only) in the
Northern areas hit by mass
unemployment was enorm-
ous: Manchester 23.3%, Bol-

ton 22.4%, Leeds 23.1%,
Bradford 23.8%, Sheffield
22.2%, ete. .

Even more significant in
some ways was the swing to
Labour in the Midlands,
where many working class
voters backed the Tories in
the 1979 general election. In
just two years they have
learned the harsh truth about
the policies of the bosses’
party, as they have been hit by
a tidal wave of closures and
redundancies. )

In spite of a vicious
anti-Marxist campaign aga-
inst Labour, which in the
West Midlands fought the
election on a radical mani-
festo, the swing averaged
18% and reached 30% in
some areas. In some constitu-
encies, busmen never before
involved in the Labour Party
came out to do election work,
reflecting the effects of Tory
transport cuts.

As the ‘Financia! Times’ (9
May) ruefully commented:
“The short-lived flirtation
with the Tories is over and if
the conventional wisdom that
British general elections are

won and lost in the band of
seats across the industrial
Midlands is true, the local
election results are a dire
warning for Mrs Thatcher.”

Further South, in Brigh-
ton, Basildon, and Watford,
Labour also gained seats with
big swings against the Tories.

In London, the defeated
Tory leader, Sir Horace
Cutler, claims Labour’s
failure to get more than a ma-
jority of 8 as a personal ‘‘suc-
cess”’.

By Militant
reporters

But the swing since 1977
averaged 11%. Even the
4.5% swing to Labour over
the 1979 general election
would, if repeated in a
general election now, still give
Labour a marginal victory.

In predominantly working-
class Inner London constitu-
encies, the “two party” swing
was 13.9%. In Outer London,
it was 10.7%, while in
relatively affluent suburbs
(like Croydon, Ruislip, Beck-
enham, etc,) and some weal-

thy enclaves (Chelsea, West- -

minster South, etc.) the swing
was much lower, with a small
swing to the Tories in a few
places.

Yet Labour triumphed on
the GLC in spite of an

unprecedented ‘‘red-scare”,
anti-Marxist campaign by the
bosses’ media. The main

casualty of this was Ted
Knight who failed to win
Norwood. Reactions on the
doorstep showed that Lam-
beth council’s attempt to fight
Tory cuts through big rate
increases had not helped
Labour’s prospects here.

In some oher areas, red-
scare attacks had little effect.
In Brighton, Kemptown,
where the press has relent-
lessly attacked the Labour
party’s selection of ‘Militant’
supporter Rod Fitch as pros-
pective parliamentary candi-
date, there was a massive
14.3% swing to Labour..

In Uxbridge, in the GLC,
‘Militant’ supporter Jake Ma-
gee failed to win the seat, but
produced a 15.4% swing io
Labour (over 1977).

In the heart of Tory
Suffolk, moreover, ‘Militant’
supporter Roy Phillips, gai-
ned .a 700-vote landslide
majority for Labour.

In Wales, Plaid Cymru
candidates were hammered
by Labour and lost most of
their seats.

The National Front, now
split into at least four
fragments, lost votes every-
where. The fascists managed
to pick up over 5% in only
four London constituencies,
for instance, compared to
over 15% in five London
constituencies in 1977.

In view of all backing they
have had in the capitalist
meadia in recent months, the
Social Democrats put up a
pathetic showing. In London,
their average vote in 9 constit-
uencies was only 11.9%. The
results nationally, moreover,
show that the Social Demo-
crats will get nowhere against
Labour in the industrial
areas.

The Liberals won 387 seats
nationally, virtually all from
the Tories. “The disappoin-
ting showing of the Liberals,”
according to ‘The Times’ (9
May), speaking for big busi-
ness,“is very marked.”

The Communist Party, who
fielded under 90 candidates in
England and Wales (less than
half the number in 1977),
gained insignificant votes in
most constituencies and lost
several council seats to Lab-
our.

Ignoring the real lesson of
the County Council elections,
however, some of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party’s right
wing have been echoing the
capitalist press’ completely
false “analysis” of the result.

In a speech last Tuesday
(12 May), Denis Healey
claimed that the results in
London were a ‘‘clear warn-
ing”. He said that with 3
million unemployed, Labour
has never reached the 20%
lead over the Tories which
Labour had under the Heath
government, when unemploy-
ment was still under 1
million.

Evidently, Healey’s speech
was put together before he
had read the latest Marplan
poll, published in Tuesday’s
“Guardian”. This gave Lab-
our 19% more support than
the Tories, representing a
13% swing to Labour snce the

last general election.

This poll was conducted
between 23 and 26 April—
and clearly witheld by the
press until after the 7 May
elections! Another poll, taken
by Gallop before 7 May
showed that only 24% of
voters approved of the present
government’s record, while a
staggering 67% disapproved.
Very little has been made of

this, of course, in the
capitalist press!

The lesson, both of the
council elections and the

opinion polls, is clear. The
workers overwhelmingly want
the Tories out. Sections of the
workers and even some of the
middle class who voted Tory
in 1979 have now turned back
towards Labour.

This trend, already starkly
clear in the North and
Midlands, will tomorrow be
revealed in suburban london
and the South East too, as
unemployment and cut living
standards begin to bite more
deeply there as well.

Neither radical election
manifestos, nor the vicious
media denounciations of
‘“Maxist-domination’” and
Labour “splits”, has deterred
workers from voting Labour.
On the contrary, the swing to
the left in the Labour Party
has resulted in massive gains,
particularly in the working
class areas, but also in parts
of the Tory heartland.

WORKERS’

Derry Trades Council con-
firmed its historic decision
to contest the local elections
when the five candidates
handed in their official
nomination papers on Wed-
nesday 6 May.

For the first time since
1967 [when twelve Labour
Party candidates ran] the
working class of Derry has
an opportunity to put a
non-sectarian, socialist voice
into the council chamber.

The five candidates, all
active Trades Council mem-
bers, are Bernard McAnaney
of the public sector workers
union, contesting Waterside
Urban; Colmn Tox, INTO
[Irish Nat. Teaching Org.]
contesting Bogside-Brandy-
well; Ann Donnelly, COH-
SE in Creggan; with John

General

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE ONE

from the TUC chairman,
Alan Fisher, speaking at
this year’s conference of the
National Union of Public
Employees on Sunday.

“I ask the Prime Minister
one question. After Thurs-
day, where is your mandate
now?

“I ask that Mrs Thatcher
should call a general elect-
ion now, so that the people
of this country can decide. I
hope she will call it quick-
ly...”

The call for an immediate
general election—and a
campaign to return a Lab-
our government committed
to the implementation of
socialist policies—must now
be taken up as the battle cry
of the labour movement.

A number of Labour
groups, particularly on the
GLC and on Metropolitan
counties like the West
Midlands, are committed to
radical policies—and Lab-
our must fight for the
implementation of these left
policies.

Some cuts, particularly in
education, school meals and
transport, will quickly be at
least partially reversed. But
there is a limit to how far
Labour councils can resist
cuts or implement reforms
under a Tory government.

The only answer is to use
Labour’s county election
victory as the launching pad
for an all-out campaign to

Election

bring down the Tory govern-
ment.

The bosses’ gutter press
and the TV and radio have
made a massive propaganda
effort to play down the
devastating scale of the Tory
defeat last Thursday.

But let there be no
mistake: last Thursday’s
Tory defeat sent a painful
shock wave through the
Tory establishment and thr-
ough the inner councils of
the City and big business.

In the serious newspapers
of big business, the com-
mentators have voiced their
real fears: “Even in the
South East,” said ‘The
Observer’ (10 May), “the
government is paying some
price for the failure of its
economic policies. But in
the industrial ‘areas of
England and Wales (and if
Scotland had voted, it would
have been worse), voters
have turned against the
Tories to a degree which
may be irreversble by the
general election. When even
Lancashire and Cheshire
defect, the rot has bitten
deep.”

The ‘Sunday Times’ (10
May) in one article actually
admitted the real scale of
Labour’s victory. Far from
indicating only a marginal
victory in a general election,
the county results “suggest
that they would win an
overall majority of about 40
seats if a general election

were held tomorrow.”

CAMPAIGN IN DERRY

Duffy, AUEW and Bill
Webster G&RMWU standing
in the biggest ward, Rose-
mount Strand-Shantallow.

The manifesto has now
been posted to over forty
thousand veters in all four
wards and canvassing has
begun. The response has
been favourable.

Good response

In the work-places, there
has also been a good
response to the cash appeal
sheets. The council has been
staggered by the tremen-
dous messages of support
and cash denations flooding
in from all over Britain and
Ireland.

This living proof of wor-

king class unity of interests
has really impressed the
Trade Council activists
here.

As the campaign hots up,
a day of mass canvassing
activity has been arranged
for Saturday 16 May.

There will be several
city-centre rallies through-
out the day, to ensure that
the socialist message rea-
ches the widest possible
audience.

The deep anti-Tery and
anti-sectarian mood of wor-
kers must be translated into
votes on 20 May. As the
manifesto states, ‘working
class unity is the only. real
answer to all the problems
which plague Northern Ire-
land workers.’
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This summer
three-quarters of
school leavers in
Scotland will sign
straight on the
broo(dole). The
only ‘opportunity’
for most youth
will be the chance
to be used as cheap
labour on the
Youth Opportuni-
ty Programmes.

Blooming Socialism at

can I

“Excuse me,
have a look at your

badges?’’ asked the
man in a police uni-
form. “Oh mno,” I

thought, “Here we go

again. You go down to
Kew Gardens to relax
after a weekend of
intense political dis-
cussion at the Labour

Party Young Social--

ists’ conference, and
now what?

After an embarrassed
pause, he pointed to the
nearby lawns. “Look at that,”
he said, “All the flower beds
grassed over. They’ve dug up
all the roses in the rose
garden and grassed that over
too. Skilled gardeners laid off

PAY US A LWVING viage!

By Danny O’Donnell -
(Clydebank LPYS)

and Gordon Wilson

(STUC, Youth
Committee,
personal capacity)

Our generation won’t sit
back and meekly accept these
conditions. The mood of
young workers on the schemes
is one of anger. In the West of
Scotland a series of YOP
strikes have recently taken
place.

The action was started at

By
Helen Mullineux

(Havant and Waterloo
Labour Party)

and 15% more cuts still to
come.” f

He went on to tell us that
the Botanic Police, also being
cut. “the morale is terrible.
No-one knows which of us is
to go. It’s mad—if you lay
someone off then he can’t
buy, say, a car, and that puts
car workers out and that puts
steelmen out.

“They’ve no right. No right
to cut back on one of the best
and most important gardens
in the world. We’ve managed
to create a place of peace and
quiet with no dogs or radios
or hoodlums and it belongs to

Renton in Dumbartonshire
when the YOP workshop was
moved there from the Vale of
Leven. This meant an extra
£3.60 a week in train fares,
and you don’t get travelling
expenses until it's over £4.00.
The trainees came out for two
days and were followed by
those in YOP schemes at
Clydebank, Govanbhill, . Pol-
madie and Govan.

They rejected the current
wage of £23.50 and are
demanding a rise to £28. The
protests have been spontan-
eous and unco-ordinated and
there is the danger that they
could lead to disillusienment

the people, how dare they cut
it?

And thgy’ve no right to
throw me on the scrap heap at
the age of fifty. I’'ve worked
all my life. Never owed
money. Always earned what I
ate. I want to go on working,
contributing. It’s enough to
drive you mad. The suicide
rate’s going up you know. I
want to do something but I
don’t know what.”

We pointed out that he
could join the Labour Party.
He came straight back at us
with “You can’t blame us
older ones for being a bit
cynical. Not when you’ve got
people like Wilson and Cal-
laghan who’ve got several
homes each. What do they
know. But we don’t want
another party—Social Demo-
crats, blooming hypocrites, I
think.”

if they get nowhere.

The LPYS have approa-
ched the National Union of
Public employees to organise
a campaign to unionise the
YOP workers, and co-ordi-
nate action to improve their
wages and conditions. LPYS
members are organising mee-
tings with the YOP workers in
their lunch-hour arguing that
to achieve the £28 wage

increase they must get organ- |

ised—isolated protests are not
enough but if the 450,000
YOP workers were organised
nationally they would force
the government to sit up and
take notice of their demands.

ew

This man brought home to
me the correctness of all the
ideas I'd heard from the
Militant supporters at the
LPYS conference. The calls
for trade union rights for the
police, the calls to turn the
Labour Party into a working
class party fighting for social-
ism, would no doubt raise
immediate reposes in this
man and many more like him.

As h said, ““All I want is to
go on working, keep a roof
over my head, dinner on the
table and a bit of a holiday
each year.” If the present
system can’t afford to give
those few things to everyone,
then we have every right to
sweep them and their system
aside in favour of a socialist
system that can give those
basic necessities to every
person in the world.

FASCISTS

BEATEN

BACK

Thursday 23 April,
will be remembered
in the history of the
Gravesend labour
movement as a day
when the youth and
the Indian workers
came out to stop a
Kent National Front
election rally.

The NF were driven out of
the town in 1976, after-
widespread fighting in the
streets and in pubs. Their
attempt at a general election
campaign in 1979 ended in
their car cavalcade being
abandoned.

That was the background
to the mobilisation, at two
days’- notice, of 700 local
people to stop the NF. The
Indian community had a
mass turnout, particularly
from the Indian youth and
Workers Association sup-
ported by Gravesend LPYS,
Labour Party and the Anti
Nazi League.

After fighting and 20
arrests, 25 hooligans from
as far away as Folkestone
and Tonbridge, were even-
tually escorted in by 200
police only to be told by,
their leader that the meeting
was cancelled! They then
had to make an undignified
run for it over the back
fence escorted by the police.
This victory was celebrated
by a spontaneous march
through the town to the
police station, which was
hurriedly protected by 100
police and dogs.

By a ‘Militant’
reporter

The fascist legacy has
however remained. Since 23
April a 14 year-old Asian
boy has been attacked and
had his hair cut off, and an
18 year-old white youth has
been shot in the leg. Just the
rumour of an NF march one
Saturday led to tension in
the town all day and 1,000
young people, black and
white, gathered to stop
them.

The Labour Party and
Trades Council must now
take a firm stand and unite
with the Indian workers’
organisations to fight the
NF and the conditions
which breed racism.

One in eight workers in
North Kent are now unem-
ployed; 70% of Gravesend
school leavers will gostraight
on the dole this year.

Frustration and bitterness
is growing amongst young
people and could be directed
against blacks and Asians
unless the Labour Party
makes it clear that it’s the
bosses’ system which causes
unemployment. We must

win Asian vouth and work-
ers to a common struggle
against unemployment, bad
housing, and police harass-
ment. Join the Labour Party
and help make it a mass
socialist party which can win
this fight.

“Too radical”

Over 80 people attended a
meeting organised by Leeds
University Labour Club to
hear John Silkin, a leading
Tribunite M.P., outline his
views on the “policies” of the
Social Democrats.

Mr. Silkin was highly
critical of the Social Demo-
crats, but when challenged
from the floor on the record of
the last Labour . government,
in which he was a cabinet

minister, he replied by saying
that although “‘mistakes”
were made, it was a socialist
government. He warned aga-
inst including radical de-
mands in the manifesto, such
as the abolition of the House
of Lords, because we mustn’t
try to do things overnight.

Steve Johnson
(Club Secretary)

March ban hits at
demeocratic rights

The decision to ban all
marches in London for a
month has been taken on
the grounds of a “threat to
public order” as a result of
two fascist marches planned
for 25 April. These had
aroused widespread opposi-
tion from workers and in
particular black and Asian
workers in Ealing and in
West Ham.

The fascist New National
Front’s attempt to march
less than a mile from South-
all where Blair Peach was
killed by members of the
Special Patrol Group two
years ago had particularly
fueled anger, with even shop
keepers showing posters
saying ‘‘they shall not pass”
and giving support to a
counter démonstration.

After initially saying they
could ‘maintain order’ (i.e.
deal with opposition), the
police later changed their
minds when the counter
demo was planned, possibly
being influenced by events

in Brixton. But of course the
police claimed they couldn’t
just ban the NF and the New
NF demos there had to be a
total ban on all political
demonstrations including
the activities of the labour
movement.

As the local LPYS leaflet
pointed out, and as Militant
has always stressed, only a
mobilisation of the labour
movement can halt fascism,
fighting with socialist poli-
cies to end the unemploy-
ment and the miseries which
it creates.

The capitalist state uses
blanket bans to stop legiti-
mate working class and even
“non political” activities.
They have even banned a
children’s maypole festival
and as the letter on page
eleven shows a peaceful
demo on citizen band radio
was threatened.

By
Barbara Humphries



Knowing that their bankrupt -capitalist
policies would gain little support from workers, the
Tories based most of their Greater London Council
election campaign on ‘red scare’ tactics, resorting
to -name calling. ‘““Trots, néo-communists,
Marxists, Stalinists, Reds, Commies” poured out
of Tory mouths, assisted by their friends in the
To% ‘New Standard’ newspaper. All over London
there were billboards screaming ‘Keep London out
of the Red;; etc, etc. 5

Labour won, however, taking control of the
GLC. What did the Tories think now, after
Labour’s victory? Tory MP and Transport
Secretary Norman Fowler told the ‘Guardian’
(May 8): ‘“This is not a mandate for Marxism.”’
Talk about having your cake and eat it!

This year is the 600th anniversary of the
Peasants Revolt, an enormous uprising against
feudal oppression. It was an early example of
ordinary people fighting for their rights against the
ruling class.

But an ‘enterprising’ group in South East
London where one of the Revolt’s leaders, Wat
Tyler was murdered, wanted to celebrate in a way
which forgot the class struggle. COPRA [the
i Commemoration of the Peasants Revolt Assoc-
iation] had plans for a festival, with large scale
commercial involvement, run by a private
exhibition firm in Bromley. They claimed the name
Peasants Revolt was misleading as ‘‘even lords of
the manor, churchmen and Aldermen of the City of
London” participated.

So they asked ““all sections of the community’’ to
celebrate—Prince Charles to represent the Royal
peasants and the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Holy Artisans. The show, the organisers said, could
be “tailor made for national and local companies,
organisation and traders’; in an area with a market
of five and a half million people.

But this is 1981. The grand plan to celebrate the
Peasants Revolt by class collaboration, letting
“bygones be bygones”, fell foul of capitalist crisis:
the firms which supplied the money withdrew their .
finance. Instead the local labour movement held a
festival last Monday, attended by over 3,000 people
with Tony Benn MP, and trade union leader Alan
Fisher and Joan Maynard MP speaking. Perhaps
you can’t forget class realities that easily after all.
What a shame.

Militant Readers Meeting

BLYTH

Wed 6 May ‘Poland—which
way forward?’

Wed 20 May ‘Trade union
struggle today’

Wed 3 June ’'Northern
Ireland —is there a solution?’
All meetings at 7.30pm 148
Disraeli St, Blyth. For more
details contact P Marsden

NEWHAM
‘Benn versus Healey —which
way for Labour?’ Speaker:
Bob Labi (London Labour Par-
ty Executive, personal cap.)
8pm Wed 20 May. Lister
room, East Ham Town Hall.

SOUTHEND
‘Social Democratic Par-
ty—Which way for Labour?’
Speakers: Steve Glennon
(Stevenage Labour Party)
8pm Wed 27 May at the
Labour Hall 40-42 Cambridge
Rd. For details tel Southend
353588

CHESTER
‘Northern Ireland —socialism
or sectarianism?’ Speaker:
Alan Runswick (Birkenhead
Labour Party). 7.30pm 20
May Chester Labour Club 5
Upper Northgate treet

WYTHENSHAWE
‘Northern Ireland—Common
Misery, Common Struggle’.
Speaker: John Byrne (Ard-
wick Labour Party) 8pm Mon
18 May 26 Mitchell Gardens,
Bench Hill, off Hollyhadge Rd.

BOOTLE
‘Which way forward for the
Labour Party?’ Speaker:
Peter Taaffe (Editor,
‘Militant) 7.30 Tue 19 May
Bootle Labour Club

There was such oppos-
ition from delegates
that the Gen-
eral Council of the
Wales Trade Union
Congress were def-
eated in their attempt
to get acceptance of a
new social contract at
the recent Wales TUC
Conference.

Introducing the ‘social pl-
an’ document, George Wri-
ght, General Secretary Wales
TUC. described it as: “a
collection of views, intended
to be thought provoking to
open up an alternative strate-

The document itself was in
reality a re-hash of the worn
out social contract, drawn up
by the last Labour govern-
ment, which paved the way
for the Tory victory in 1979.
George Wright was at pains
to stress the fact that it was

GeorQe Wright, General Secretary Wales TUC, speaking at last week’s Conference

Wales TUG reject
new social contract

By Rob Sewell

“only” a consultative docu-
ment which would be fully
discussed by the movement;
at a special conference in
October.

This failed to satisfy many
of the delegates. In the
ensuing debate—probably the
liveliest of the conference—
the document was attacked
for what it really was...an
attempt at wage restraint,
pushed through the back door
by the General Council.

Derek Gregory, of the
National Union of Public
Employees, stated that the
document was to the right of
Labour Party policy. In fact,
the General Council had done
what Roy Jenkins, David
Owen and Shirley Williams

had failed to do. i.e., compile
a manifesto of the Social
Democrats!

Dave Clarke, from Dee-
side, argued for a complete
rejection of the new social
contract. He stated that a
pact was needed by the labour
movement, but this could
only be based upon a socialist
plan.

To loud applause, he went
on, “That plan in its turn
must be based on the workers’
interests and the common
ownership of the means of
production, distribution and
exchange”.

The right wing union
officials were busy demanding
“responsible debate” as the
platform came in for a
hammering. Emlyn Williams,
of the National Union of
Miners, for instance, was told
to sit down by the chair, bt
thundered “me socal ocomt-
ract! No incomes policy!™

Earlier, every delegate her-
alded the miners’ strike and

Class issues to the fore
in Dublin May Day march

“Every member of the
Irish Congress of
Trade Unions, every
member of the execu-
tives of the major
unions and of the
executives of the Tra-
des councils must be
prepared to go to jail
if any trade unionist is
imprisoned.”

This call from the secretary
of Dublin Trades Council
received an enormous echo
from the 20,000 workers who
took part in a mass demons-
tration and work stoppage for
the afternoon of May Day in
Dublin.

The class anger and mili-
tancy of the demonstration
gave the ruling class in the
South of Ireland a clear

By Pat Smith

indication of the response of
the labour movement if they
were foolish enough to carry
out the order committing the
General Secretary of the
Amalgamated Transport and
General Workers Union, the
Irish section of the British
Transport Workers Union to
jail. His crime is to refuse to
lift the trade union embargo
placed on the export of cars,
spare parts, during the cur-
rent dispute over redundan-
cies at the Talbot car plant in
Dublin.

Pointing down O’Connell
Street to the statue of James
Larkin, Dublin Trades Coun-

cil secretary told the May Day
demonstration, again to trem-
endous applause, “Who
would remember Larkin as a
great leader of the working
class if in his day he had

accepted the law of the
land?”
The mood against the

Fianna Fail government came
from their failure to provide
jobs forgworkers and their
handout to big business when
they reduced corporation tax
by 10% in the last budget.
Possibly the loudest cheer of
the demo went to the
vice-president of the Trades
Council when he accused big
business of paying no taxes
except “tax in the plain
unmarked envelopes which
th ey gave to bolster the funds
of Fianna Fail.”

The Dublin demonstration
was a huge success, despite

- o i S T
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welcomed the climb down by
the Thatcher government.
However, Emlyn Williams
warned the conference, and
indirectly the Tories, of the
possibility of future action.

“Not a half penny has yet
come into Wales. Now the
policy is one of slow strangu-
lation. There has been no
capital or recruitment. Our
patience is becoming exhaus-
ted.”

The conference went on to
condemn the Tories and the
massive rise in unemploy-
ment. At present 147,000 are
unemployed in Wales, and
the forecast is it will reach
20% by this time next year.
Many delegates believed it

. was time to take up the fight

against the Tory Government
and demanded that the
General Council be prepared
to lead such a fight instead of
Imrodocing measures which
curd workers enthusiasm and
operate in the interests of the
bosses.

the country’s largest union,
the Irish Transport and
General Workers’ Union,
telling their members not to
stop work and to only march
if they had time off. But what
was more significant about
this demonstration was that
the class issues were even
clearer than during the anti-
PAYE marchers of 1979 and
1980.

Unemployment in real
terms is now approaching
180,000 people. Officially,
more than 10% of the
workforce are jobless. Annual
inflation is running at 21%.
There has been a wave of
strikes and occupations over
the last three months. And
the Federated Union of
Employers have now been
threatened with a general
strike by the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions because of their
refusal to give the extra
increases arising from the
‘national understanding’ on
wages. These events and this
demonstration serve notice on
the capitalist class and Fia-
nna Fail as they approach the
general election that the
working class are prepared to
fight.
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‘Workers Unity

against

THE REAL

Since the death of Bobby
Sands there has been sporadic
rioting, much of it unreported,
in Catholic areas of Northern

Ireland.

There have also
been numerous
shooting incidents,
again largely unre-
ported in West Bel-
fast.

With the possibility of a
second hunger-striker, Fra-
ncis Hughes, dying shortly,
there is a danger of serious
escalation of violence. Acc-
ording to Hughes’ family he
is extremely weak and has
lost his eyesight.

Two other hunger-stri-
kers, both now approaching
their 50th day without food,
will soon be critical. A
fourth prisoner has just
joined them.

Yet the Tories have
refused to come up with
even a hint of concessions to
prevent more deaths. Their
obstinacy caused the need-
less death of Bobby Sands,
and they will bear the main
responsibility for what may
happen in Narthern Ireland.

It would require only a
limited change in the prison
regime in the H-Blocks to
settle the hunger strike. In
particular, concessions on
clothing and work could be
introduced for prisoners in
H-Block and Armagh and
all prisoners in Northern
Ireland. They would not
amount to special or politi-
cal category status, but
would nevertheless meet the
prisoners’ main demands.

Sands’ funeral drew an
enormous crowd of between
70,000 and 100,000 people,

“including those lining the
route. This huge attendance
does not reflect a resurgence
of support for the Provis-
ionals, but a genuine sym-
pathy for the plight of the
prisoners and total opposi-
tion to the Tories’ intrans-
igence. One Derry workers
summed up the present
mood in Catholic areas as
“anti-Provo, anti-IRSP (Ir-
ish Republican Socialist
Party), pro-Bobby Sands.”

When support for the
hunger-strike was closely
tied to the Provisionals, it
drew little or no response.
The demand for political
status, as raised by them,
did not gain a mass echo
even in the Catholic areas.
The present mass support
for the prisoners is mainly a
call for a change in prison
conditions.

Should the Provisionals or
the INLA choose this issue
for a justification of a
stepping up of their military
campaign, they will only
serve to dampen popular
s.>mort for the hunger

By
Peter Hadden
(Northern Ireland

Labour and Trade
Union Group

strikers in Ireland and
internationally.

The methods of indivi-
dual terrorism adopted by
the Provos have failed to
achieve a single one of the
stated objectives of that
organisation. Instead they
have helped increase sectar-
ianism in Northern Ireland,
they have weakened the
labour movement, and have
given the excuse to the State
tointroduce repressive legis-
lation. Should these futile
tactics now be re-employed
on behalf of the prisoners, it
will be the hunger-strikers
and the people in the
Catholic areas of Northern
Ireland who will be the first
to suffer.

The hunger-strikers also
exposed the weakness of the
sectarian campaign of the
H-Block Support Commit-
tee. Rather than address
their appeal to the working
class and its organisations,
these bodies have appealed
solely to the ‘nationalist’
groups, including the most
right-wing and reactionary
politicians.

Last weekend they invited
all political organisations
in Ireland which (in the
words of former socialist
Bernadette McAliskey) were
“anti-imperialist” to a con-
ference to discuss the H-
Blocks. These parties inc-
lude the right-wing nation-
alist Irish Independence
Party, the SDLP, and even
the Irish Tory Party, Fianna
Fail, now in government in
the South.

Again it has been the
prisoners who have paid the
price for this sectarian
campaign. The H-Block
Committes have repelled
support. They proved incap-
able of mobilising a move-
ment which could win
concessions.

Only the labour move-
ment, drawing together Cat-
holic and Protestant wor-
kers in Northern ireland, is
fully capable of resisting
repression. This is the lesson
of the hunger strike.

The labour movement
cannot afford to remain
silent. The repression used

today against Republicans
in Northern Ireland can be
used against the labour
movement in Britain and
Ireland in the future.

ENEMY

It is this which makes
doubly scandalous the bi-
partisan approach adopted
by leaders of the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party in Brit-
ain. Worst of all has been
the visit of Don Concannon
to the dying Bobby Sands,
solely to convey the message
that he (Concannon) backed
the Tories.

Already strong opposition
to Concannon’s stand has
been registered within the
Labour Party. Tony Saun-
ois, Labour Party Young
Socialist representative on
the National Executive
Committee, has tabled a
motion condemning the
Tory government’s stand
and re-iterating the policy
supported by the National
Executive which is that
basic concessions should be
given to all prisoners to wear
their own clothes and nego-
tiate a choice of work,
training and education. It is
up to party activists to voice
their support for Tony
Saunois’ resolution and en-
sure that the Parliamentary
leaders of the Party no
longer back the Tories.

The issue should also be

Photo: J. McKitrick (Militant)

raised in a similar fashion -

within the trade unions in
Britain and Ireland.

Already the Derry Trades
Council has taken a class
stand on the question. At
last week’s meeting of
Belfast Trades Council it
was agreed that a statement
should be issued calling for
prison reforms. A special
meeting of the Executive of
the Council has been con-
vened to discuss the matter
further.

While not backing the
demand for political status
as it has been raised, by the
provos, the labour move-
ment cannot ignore the
background to the H-Block
crisis. These prisoners have
mainly been convicted in
non-jury courts under spec-
ial legislation. Many have
been convicted solely on the
basis of confessions given
after interrogation in police
detention centres.

Amnesty International
and even the government’s
own Bennet Report have
exposed the horrific tech-
niques which were employed

to force the signing of
confessions.
The labour movement

must immediately set up an
inquiry into the whole
system of repression in
Northern Ireland. This
could highlight the use of
repressive legislation, the
techniques of the army and
police, and also demon-
strate the threat these pose
to the working class organi-
sations in the future.

Part of such an inquiry
should be a review of the
cases of all who have been
convicted on offences aris-
ing from the Northern
Ireland troubles. This re-
view would be able to

The aftermath of rioting in Derry after Bobby Sands’ death.

The labour movement must draw Catholic
and Protestant workers together in a fight
against the common enemy—the Tories and
their system. A united working class is the
only way to defeat repression and sec-

tarianism

establish who has been
imprisoned on the basis of
frame-up or torture and who
in the eyes of the labour
movement is a political
prisoner and on whose
behalf it would fight. The
movement would exclude
from this category those
conscious sectarians, who,
by committing sectarian
atrocities, have sought to
divide the working class of
Northern Ireland. -

Were the labour move-
ment to take up the question
of H-Blocks in such a
non-sectarian, class man-
ner, entirely independently
of the H-Block Committee
and of the provos, they
could get a response from
both Catholic and Protes-

tant workers in Northern
Ireland. This would be a
major factor in forcing the
Tories to act.

There is no desire among
either Protestant or Catholic
workers for a return to the
nightmare of the early
1970s, of car bombs, pub
bombs and nightly tit-for-tat
assassinations. Despite the
tensions surrounding the
hunger strikes, there has
been no mass turn by
working class people or by
the youth back to any of the
para-militaries, Loyalist or
Republican.

But there are no grounds
for complacency. Further
H-Block deaths could spark
off a fresh wave of violence
and sectarian killings. The

labour movement must act
now, to draw Catholic and
Protestant workers together
against the economic and all
other forms of repression
being meted out by the
Tories.

Above all, the building of
a political arm of the trade
unions in Northern Ireland
is now a matter of urgency.
Only through such a politi-
cal vehicle can the energies
and frustrations of the youth
in particular be turned away
from the dead end of para-
militarism, sectarianism
and street violence, and
channelled into united class
activity against the Tories
and their system.



COVENTRY
‘BOOMCGITY TO

GLOOMGITY

Jgguar—a name almost synonymous with Coventry. The decline of the car industry has
hit Coventry hard

Next week on May 20, the:

spotlight will be turned on

Coventry,

when the

““People’s March for Jobs’
passes through this one-time

‘boom city’.

Just ten years ago, of
all cities in this
country, industry in
Coventry was boom-
ing. Its rate of gro-
wth had been faster
than in any other city
in Britain this cen-

tury.

Its unemployment rate,
generally below half a
percent in the early 1950s,
was consistently among the
lowest in the country.

Its wage rates were high—
in the car industry, up to
twice that in comparable
factories elsewhere in Brit-
ain. The Coventry Toolroom
Agreement, which governed
the rates for skilled engi-
neering workers, set the
wage levels which shop
stewards throughout the
country aimed for.

This - industrial picture
was paralelled in the field of
public investment and hous-
ing. Coventry was the phoe-
nix that had arisen out of
the ashes of the war.

Coventry’s Labour coun-
cil could proudly point to a
rebuilt and modernised city
centre and a substantial
programme of public build-
ing. In 1956 over 2,000
council houses had been
built with a comparable
figure built privately. To
many it seemed that the aim
of building ‘socialism in one
town’ was being steadily
achieved. 5

Today all this seems little
more than a dream. Unem-
ployment has doubled in the
last year, with 1 in 7 now out
of work in the area.

By
Jim Hensman

(Godiva Ward
Labour Party)

On April 9, unemploy-
ment in Coventry’s ‘travel to
work’ area stood at 33,907
—an increase of 17,522 over
the previous year. Within
the City of Coventry alone,
24,437 workers chase only
729 vacancies—odds against
getting a job are 35 to 1!

For some firms, its be-
coming cheaper to place a
£25 advert in the local paper
than reply individually to
the 400 or 500 people who've
written for a particular
vacancy.

Industry has been more
effectively destroyed by the
Tories and their system than
all the German “bombing
during the war, Including
the closure of British Ley-
land’s Canley plant, 1980
saw more than 15,000
redundancies in Coventry’s
industry.

Young people have been
particularly hard hit. Un-
employment among 16 to 19
year olds is five times what it
was in 1974, with half of this
age group without perma-
nent work. Firms like
Jaguar have stopped taking
on any apprentices at all.

Up to 70,000 workers are
on short time, and the West

of Chambers of Commerce
now estimate that only 5%
of Coventry firms are work-
ing at full capacity (com-
pared with 26% in the third
quarter of last year).

All the services and
facilities painstakingly
built up since the war are
facing destruction. No new
council houses are being
built and Coventry has been
called a ‘disaster area’ by
the housing pressure group
Shelter. £3 million of public
expenditure cuts this year,
mainly in education and
social services, will severely
hit services already under
strain.

Recently the Council an-
nounced that a specialist
social worker would be
taken on—to tackle the
growing suicide problem in
the city.

This symbolises the de-
moralisation and despair
that faces working people
unless the present down-
ward trend in Coventry is
fought against and reversed.

What went wrong? Just as
Coventry grew when its
industry grew, so it has
declined as its industry has
declined. The chronic
underinvestment which has
been a feature of British
indsutry has made goods
less and less competitive on
the world market.

Alfred Herberts, who
made £8.7 million in profit
between 1965 and 1970,
paid out £9.2 million in
dividends over this period.
By the early 1970s invest-
ment per worker in manu-
facturing was half that of
West Germany or France,
and only a third that of
Japan.

The current world reces-
sion has only made more
stark this underlying weak-
ness in British industry.

Coventry, with over half
of its workers in industry,
compared to the national
average of about a third, has
consequently been severely

Midlands Regional Group | hit..

THE FIGHT BAGK
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For thousands of
young people in
Coventry, leisure
and recreational
facilities are increas-
ingly beyond the
range of their
pockets.

In a city of a third of a
million people, there is only
one such public ° facility.
Because of the cuts, charges
to use this sports centre
and swimming pool have
risen beyond the reach of
many. To their credit, the
Labour Council orga~ised
half-price admission at the
centre on production of a
UB40—but this hasn’t been
advertised in the Job Centres
or Careers Office.

On the other hand, you
can join Warwick Univer-
sity’s ‘200 Club’, or the
‘Sky Blue Conexion’, whic
is run by Coventry City
Football Club.

Rates are £50 per year for
the 200 Club and the Con-
nexion £82.85 for eighteen
months for season ticket
holders at Coventry City
Football Club, or £97.50
for other members. Who
can afford that? And you
need a car to get there.

This is just one part of
Coventry City FC’s policy
of putting business first, a
football team second. A
series of ventures, such as
changing the club name to

‘Coventry Talbot’, in-
vesting money in an
American football club,

and now planning to con-
vert the ground into a

15 May 1981 MILITANT 7

High lite?
High price!

By
Kevin Parslow

(Coventry NW
LPYS

20,000 all-seater stadium,
have come to nothing so
far.

Like the British car ind-
ustry, Coventry have been
flirting dangerously with
relegation from the First
Division! This was summed
up recently by the Coventrv
Evening Telegraph; ‘‘The
marvellous off-the-field
progress which has seen the
completion of the Sky Blue
Connexion, the balancing
of the books, and the start
of plans to convert

‘Highfield Road into an all-

seater stadium will mean
nothing if City’s stage is to
be Division Two football.”

Who would want to pay a
minimum £2 for a seat at a
second division football
match? More to the point,
who could afford it, week
in, week out?

With the cinema costing
£1.70, it would be impor-
tant for there to be a large

The labour move-
ment in Coventry is
not just sitting back
in the face of this
crisis.

In September 1980,
Coventry South East
Labour Party called a
meeting which led to the
formation of the Coventry
Labour and Trade Union
Campaign Against
Unemployment.

In addition to taking over
600 by special train to the
November 29th Liverpool
demonstration, the cam-
paign adopted, and has
campaigned for, the follow-
ing demands.

O Free bus passes for the
unemployed

O Free access to Council
owned leisure facilities for
the unemployed

O Trade wunions to
organise the unemployed

O A massive ‘expansion of
the Youth Opportunities
Programme—with trade
union rates of pay, trade
union control and a
guaranteed job after a
year’s training

O An end to systematic
overtime—for a shorter
working week of 35 hours,

number of youth clubs to
cater for young people’s
recreational needs.

Unfortunately this isn’t
the case, and the choice fac-
ing all workers is the pub,
the club or theTV. If you
have a job you can afford to
go out but on the dole how
can you afford to lash out
on beer at 45-50p a pint?

But now even the night
clubs are going under or
moving out of the reach of
young workers. Last Satur-
day, May 9, Tiffany’s shut
up shop. The manager said
the club hadn’t made any
money for the past six mon-
ths.

The ‘Tamara’, for in-
stance, used to be a disco
for working class youth.
Now, with £3 entrance fee,
drink prices to match, and a
21 and over age rule and a
ban on jeans, it is only for
the elite.

Leisure and recreation
should be run for society,
but at the moment it’s
under the rule of the profit
motive. We should demand
the common ownership of
all such facilities so that
working people can enjoy

the benefits.-

By
Dave Nellist

(Chairman,Coventry
South East
Labour Party)

with no loss in pay

CA national minimum
wage of £80 per week, index
linked to inflation

O No to voluntary redun-
dancies—share out the
work

O An early general elec-
tion—to replace the Tories
with a Labour government
pledged to the implementa-
tion of socialist policies, to
establish a planned,
democratically run
economy with the major
firms taken over, and run in
the interests of working
people as a whole.

On Friday, May 22nd,
the campaign is organising a
public meeting, following
the “Peoples’ March For
Jobs” passing through

Coventry. A conference has
been set for Saturday, June
13th at 2.00pm, Methodist
Central Hall, called
specifically around the cam-
paign’s demand for a
special day centre for the
unemployed to meet and to

organise.
The fight against
unemployment and the

problems which face work-
ing people can only be
taken up when the trade
union movement actively
campaigns around policies
as outlined above.

Delegates to the June 13
conference, from all bona-
fide labour movement
organisations in Coventry
should be forwarded to the
organising secretary, Dave
Nellist, 30 Coundon Road,
Coventry.

SAVE JOBS—
SACK THE TORIES!
Friday, May 22nd, 7.00pm
Speakers. Lawrence
Coates, Labour Party
Young Socialists National
Committee; Colin Lynd-
say, President, Coventry
Trades Council; represen-
tative from Ansells Strike
Committee; speaker from
Indian Workers Associa-
tion



8 MILITANT 15 May 1981

BIRKENHEAD 1932

1931

‘““We had much higher

unemployment in the 1930s
but we didn’t get this in any

99

way,

was Mrs Thatcher’s

comment (ITN News) on

Brixton’s

explosion of

anger against police pro-
vocation and appalling con-

ditions.

Unemployment
was not ‘‘a primary
cause’’ of what hap-
pened, according to
the Tory leader.
What was this but a

crude racist smear?

Thatcher was attempting
to pass off the upheaval as a
“‘race riot’’, to blame the
street fighting on the black
people of Brixton.

Her smear, moreover,
was based on the completely
false assertion that nothing
similar happened in the
1930s.

If Thatcher really believes
this, it only goes to show
her profound ignorance of
what happened in the 1930s.
That terrible period of suf-
fering for the working class
was the last time the Tories
tried to ‘‘cure’’ capitalist
slump with savage defla-
tionary policies.

Ignorance may make a
soft pillow for brainless
heads, but it is time the
Tory leaders were reminded
of the historical facts.

In 1931, registered
unemployment soared to
over 25 million. That was
according to official
statistics. The total true
number of unemployed has
been estimated at
3,289,000.

During the autumn and -

winter of 1931 there were
serious clashes between
unemployed demonstrators
and the police in at least
thirty town and cities
throughout Britain. The
‘“‘primary cause’’ of these
battles was the attempt of
the police, sometimes back-
ed by special constables and

By Lynn Walsh

troops, to smasn tne
organised protests of the
unemployed.

In 1932, the true number
of unemployed reached a
horrifying peak of
3,750,000 in September.
There were more violent
clashes.

Unemployed workers,
frequently organised and
led by the National
Unemployed Workers
Movement (NUWM)
demanded improved relief
scales and the abolition of
the vicious means test. In
many cases, the police ban-
ned these demonstrations,
and when they went ahead
moved in to break them up
with brutal force.

In January 1932, there
was fighting between the
police and demonstrators in
Keighley and Glasgow, and
army reservists were used to
defend the town hall in
Rochdale against unem-
ployed demonstrators.

“We had much higher
unemployment in the 1930s
but we didn’t get this in any
way,”’ says Thatcher.

Mrs Thatcher, it seems,
knows nothing about these
angry movements of the
unemployed in the 1930s, or
of the violent clashes that
were pravoked by the
police. Hgét ¢remarks on
Brixton show that, in par-
ticular, she is completely ig-
norant of events in

Birkenhead and Liverpool
in September, 1932.
There is nothing which

Police break up a demonstration by the National Unemployed Workers Movement in

happened in Brixton on
11/12 April 1981 that had
not already occurred in
Birkenhead, in 1932. If
anything the fighting on
Merseyside was on an even
bigger scale than Brixton,
and went on for longer.

Throughout the summer of
1932, there were marches in
Birkenhead protesting
against the means test, and
demanding higher un-
employment pay. Several
big marches were organised
by the local trade union and
labour leaders on a ‘non-

political’, strictly ‘trade-
union’ basis.
The mayor of

Birkenhead, however, ar-
rogantly refused to discuss
with trade union delegates,
and the Public Assistance
Committee rejected the
demands for concessions to
the unemployed.
Dissatisfied with the very
limited campaign of the
trade union leadership, the
unemployed increasingly
turned to the NUWM,
which was then largely led
by the Communist Party.
The NUWM demanded an
end to the means test, the
extension of work schemes,
the restoration of the
economy cuts in wages and
unemployment relief, and a
25% reduction in council
rents. This gained a strong
echo from the area’s
unemployed workers.

Mood of
anger

Under pressure, the
mayor reluctantly called a
special council meeting to
discuss the demands. The
unemployed gathered in
pouring rain for several
hours before the meeting
began—only to hear all the
old, vague promises from
the councillors.

A mood of enormous
anger built up, and two
days later the town erupted.

The NUWM organised a
march to the Public
Assistance Committee of-
fice. The procession was
over a mile long, and it is
estimated that over 8,000

people assembled outside
the PAC office.

‘““The procession pro-
ceeded in more or less
orderly fashion, five and six
deep,’’ reported the
‘Birkenhead News’ (17
September, 1932). “In the
main it was a purposeful
gathering, if a motley one.

““Men in ragged clothes
and worn out shoes; men
with clothes faded, yet neat-
ly pressed and shoes bright-
ly polished; here and there
an upright professional-
looking man; men with
washed overalls that had
not known the grime of the
shipyard for months; old
men with white hair and
bent shoulders; young boys
but shortly out of school;
each one ready to shout in
the chorus of ‘Struggle or
starve’ and ‘Down with the
Means Test’.”’

Enormous tension built
up, and the police attemp-
ted to push the
demonstrators back. The
PAC merely promised to
consider the means test at
its meeting on the following
Monday.

Spontaneously, part of
the demonstration went to
the house of Alderman
Baker, chairman of the
PAC. As it happened, he
was out, but the
demonstrators trampled
over his garden and, pelted
the outside of his house
with stones and dirt. When
the police arrived they laid
in to the demonstrators with
their batons.

The Birkenhead News
describes what happened:
‘“‘Batons were wielded to
good effect by the police;

-who scattered flying ranks

of the mob in all directions,
leaving about fifty of them
lying screaming and
shouting in the road.”

But this was only the
beginning of the explosion
of mass anger at unemploy-
ment and the brutal ad-
ministration of unemploy-
ment relief.

Lest Mrs Thatcher accuse

us of making all this up, we

wili quote from two
eminently respectable
academic historians. ‘‘The

crowd,”’ they write, ‘‘grew
restive, and had to be
broken up by baton
charges...”” The crowd is
often referred to as ‘‘the
mob,’” and battles with the

police are, of course,
‘‘riots.”’

In their book, ‘The
Slump,” John Stevenson

and Chris Cook write
‘“‘Elsewhere in the town, the
riots gathered momentum.
In the North, a mob col-
lected and smashed the win-
dows of the Co-operative
store and started to loot
their contents.

‘““At the Park, another
mob tore up the iron rail-
ings and used them as
weapons and missiles
against the police. The bat-
tle went on for several hours
in many parts of the town,
until the early hours of the
morning, when some sort of
peace was obtained.”’

On Friday evening,
however, a crowd again
gathered outside the PAC
offices, and Joseph Rawl-
ings, an unemployed leader,
called for a massive
demonstration on the
following Monday.

““The police arrived and
the meeting dispersed,”’

_ police

write Stevenson and Cook.
‘““‘But when the police tried

to follow the crowds into-

the warren of streets that
surrounded the docks they
were confronted by a sort of
guerrilla war in among the
maze of alleys and terraced
houses...

“But on Saturday night
the rioting flared up again
and went on throughout the
night and into Sunday. Six-
teen shops were broken into
and looted and at one point
there was a pitch battle bet-
ween the police and a mob
of 400 rioters armed with
iron railings, bricks and
bottles.

“In the narrow streets,
women threw household
furniture from the upstairs
windows on to the police,
including in one case an
iron bedstead...

‘“‘Disturbances’’
in Liverpool

“The Liverpool police
had to be called in on Sun-
day morning, including a
mounted contingent who
were brought in by ferry in
the early hours...

“Three days later there
were disturbances across the
river in Liverpool, follow-
ing a march through the
centre of the city by a large
body of unemployed. Fur-
ther disturbances took place
at West Ham, Croydon and
North Shields.”’

What did Thatcher say
about Brixton? We didn’t
get this sort of thing in the
1930s?

However, McNee, the
Chief of the Metropolitan
Police, and some Tory MPs
may be better informed
about the 1930s than Mrs
Thatcher.

Immediately after the
clashes in Brixton, McNee
said that it was obviously
the work of ‘outsiders’.
This was echoed by Tory
MPs. Perhaps they were
taking their cue from the
Tory Home Secretary of
1932.

After the battles between
the unemployed and the
in Merseyside,
Belfast, and London, Sir
John Gilmour assured the
House of Commons that
‘“the demonstration
yesterday was no
spontaneous movement. It
is quite clear that the
National Unemployed
Workers Movement, the
Communist organisation...
has been the root and the
instigator of these dif-
ficulties.”

Clearly, if thousands of

~workers were taking to the

streets all over Britain and
rioting—it must be the work

of ‘communists’ and
‘outsiders’! :
In some respects,

however, the police chiefs
of 1932 had a bit more sense
than those of today.
Commenting on the sharp
rise of juvenile convictions
in 1932, Birkenhead’s own
Chief Constable said:

““In very many cases it is
fairly conclusive that the
incidence of unemployment
has been primarily
responsible for crime, and it
is becoming more and more
apparent that the industrial
conditions are having a
most disastrous effect upon
the character of the youth

and young men of the
borough who find it im-
possible to obtain
employment’’ (Birkenhead
News, 17 February 1932).

Yel in Brixton, where
over half the unemployed
are young peple and halt of
the jobless youth are black,
Mrs Thatcher says ‘I don't
think unemplovment is a
primary cause.”’

The events in Brixton are
just a foretaste of the enor-
mous social explosions that
will blow up in other towns
and cities as British cap-
tialism continues
downwards on its spiral of
degeneration and decline.

In Brixton—as in Bristol
a year ago—there has been
a spontaneous explosion of
anger, not on racial lines,
but involving predominant-
ly black workers and youth
as they bear the heaviest
burden of unemployment,
rotten conditions and police
harassment.

The spontaneous forms
taken by the revolt in Brix-
ton, with a section involved
in looting and burning,
arises from the frustration
and anger of unorganised
youth—and their lack of
confidence, at this stage, in
the labour movement.

It is big business—and its
political representatives, the
Tories, and its front-line
arm, the police—who are
responsible for what hap-
pened. But the labour
movement itself has a

-responsibility actively to

win the workers and youth
of the area, uniting black
and white, with socialist
policies.

Following the magnifi-
cent intervention of the
Labour Party Young
Socialists in Brixton, the
whole movement must cam-
paign to channel the
frustration, and the anger
and energy of young
workers into mass organisa-
tions capable of carrying
through a transformation
of society.

The 1930s show one thing
clearly: however much the
ruling class feared rising
crime, lawlessness and
rioting (to wuse their
language), they much more
feared an organised mass
movement of the working
class and the unemployed
against their system.

The battles that
tookplace, like that in
Birkenhead, were in most
cases provoked by the
state’s ruthless attempts,
through the police, the ar-
my, and the courts, to
smash organised protest by
the unemployed.

The tragedy of the 1930s
was that the labour and
trade union leaders refused
to give a lead to the
unemployed, and the
unemployed workers’
movement, for its part,
remained isolated from the
workers in the trade unions.

Brixton signals the urgen-
cy of the labour movement
giving a bold socialist lead
to the unemployed, who are
now facing desperate condi-
tions—especially the youth
and black people, who have
had enough of Tory rule
and are ready to fight for
real change.



The week after the
Brixton ‘trouble’ I
was working out of
Waterloo. I brought
my train in, went up
to the guardroom to
have a cup of
tea—and walked
straight
heated discussion on
the ‘riots’ in
Brixton.

Although many of the
guards—black andwhite
—had sympathy with
unemployed youth of the
area, they were complaining
about ‘attacks on the
police’, looting, burning
and smashing up property.

‘There was unemploy-
ment in the Thirties, but we
never had this sort of
thing!” one 26-year-old in-
sisted, echoing the Tory
propaganda of the day,
which was out to show the
events as a race riot.

‘Don’t you believe it!’ I
said, ‘Blacks or no blacks,
there were riots in Britain in
those days and big clashes
with the police—as big, if
not bigger, than Brixton
was.’

‘All you bloody com-
munists are the same! You
use anything for propagan-
dal’

I tried to explain about
what happened to the
hunger marchers and what
happened in the 1930s.
Then I had a problem. I had
to take my train out and
couldn’t continue the
discussion!

When I got home, I sear-
ched through back copies of
‘Militant’. I remembered an
article at the beginning of
the year about the depres-
sion and unemployment in
the Thirties.

Next day, when I went to
the guards’ room at

Waterloo I hid the copy of
‘Militant’ in a copy of that
day’s ‘Times’. I began to
quote as

if it was ‘The

in on a

*We had much higher unemployment
in the 1930s hut we didn't get this’

~Mrs Thatcher's comment on Brixton

EXPLODING TORY
MYTHS

By Mick Rogers
(NUR Wimbledon)

Times’, leaving out any
reference to what area of
Britain it was about.

‘Police were harassing the
unemployed workers,
mounted and foot police
suddenly charged into the
multitude of unarmed
workers. The fighting spirit
of the workers had been
aroused by the unprovoked
attack and they fought their
way out of the pavillion on-
to the main road. The battle
raged for hours, shop win-
dows were smashed and ex-
tensive damage done, and
not until after midnight did
this struggle come to an
end.’

Facing the
police

‘What’s that? Another
riot in Brixton, or Bristol
again.- It must be the black
youth on the rampage
again!” This sort of com-
ment was even coming from
some of the black railway
workers!

Then I said, ‘No! This is
what you said yesterday
wasn’t happening in the
‘old days’, but it’s happen-
ing in Glasgow in the 1930s,
plus in 50 other towns and
cities throughout the coun-
try.’

I passed round the centre
pages of ‘Militant’ and they
read what I'd underlined
and looked at the pictures.
In the discussion after-
wards, most of them agreed
they might have been misled
by Maggie Thatcher and the
Tory press about the Thir-
ties as well as about Brix-
ton. They began to realise
this was not a new situation
for unemployed workers to
come face to face with the
‘Establishment’—ie. the
government and the police.

Then 1 started on about

the need for a change in-
~ society,

under workers’

BRIXTON

controls—so that no youth
would ever have to fear a
life of unemployment,
racial prejudice and an un-
caring society which only
believes in pure profits
above workers’ needs.
Again, I had problems in

carrying on the discussion! I |

had a timetable to keep to,
whatever people say about
trains not running on time!

I had to take my train out |

and leave my workmates to

think about what we had |

been saying.
Countering the
lies

I believe they did start to
think about and understand

the problems of §

unemployed youth. The
next time I went into the
guards’ room at Waterloo I
sold all
‘Militant’, which had never
happened before. 1 also
gave out copies of the
LPYS broadsheet on Brix-
ton, and a lot of other
guards have asked me for
copies.

I have heard it being
discussed in guardrooms,

and in guard rest-rooms |

between Waterloo and
Portsmouth. In fact, there
is an LPYS broadsheet
stuck on the board in the
guards’ room at Guildford!

This just shows how
necessary it is to read
‘Militant’, understand the
policies and cut across the
Tory press’ lies and pro-
paganda.

But even that is not
enough. I have been trying
ever since I started on the
railways twelve months ago
to discuss unemployment
and political issues with my
fellow workers, but cards
and horses have always
been more important. It is
only when something like
Brixton happens that is
close to home—most BR
Southern Region workers

are black—that they actual- £

ly start to discuss
unemployment and social

problems, and what can be o

done to change things.

my copies of [

 TEXTILE
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THE DEBATE
ON STRATEGY

HOW TO FIGHT

FOR JOBS

In the textile towns
of Lancashire, entire
families have been
thrown out of work.
Mills close almost
daily. The textile in-
dustry is bleeding to
death.

British manufacturers are
losing the cut-throat battle
for international and home
markets, as world recession
squeezes even the most effi-
cient producers.

At the Dyers, Bleachers
and Textile workers’ union
conference this week, one
item on the agenda will
overshadow all others: the
fight for jobs and the fate
of the industry. )

~When Jack Brown,
general secretary of the
Amalgamated Textile
Workers’ Union, took part
in a debate on ‘The Textile
Industry and Import
Controls’ in Rochdale
recently, this was the central
question.

The debate, organised by
Heywood and Royton

Labour Party Women’s
Council, was opened by
Margaret Creéear.

Unemployment was the ma-
jor issue confronting the
labour movement, she said.

The entire textile industry
is already in a weakened
state, after decades of abuse
by the bosses. Tory policies
are now inflicting fatal
blows. What should the
next Labour government do
to save jobs?

Margaret placed the pro-
blems of the textile industry
in context: the critical
decline of Britain’s in-
dustrial base, with crises af-
fecting engineering, cars,
electronics, etc.

The crisis is world-wide:
there are more than twenty
million unemployed in the
advanced capitalist coun-
tries. Even the modern,
progressive industrialised
countries, such as Germany
and Sweden, are feeling the
icy blasts of recession.

Britain’s trading decling,
from 25% of world markets
in 1951 to 6% in 1975, and
falling dizzily since, is the
result of the profit-hungry
capitalists’ reluctance to
diversify, research and

reinvest in the industries
they exploit.
The British sickness—

masked for a time by the
general post-war boom
—has become starkly ap-
parent in the period of
world recession. The gloves
are off, competition
sharpens and the weakest go
to the wall first.

Import controls are
presented as providing a
breathing space for
manufacturing industry to
reinvest and become com-
petitive. We’ve heard this
argument before: the social
contract swindle was to
‘give industry a chance’; the
billions of pounds of our
money poured into in-
dustry, with no strings at-
tached, through regional
development grants, export
credits, industrial training
benefits, employment sub-
sidies, industrial relief, was

By
Sheila Woodhead

(Heywood and
Royton Labour Party)

to ‘set the bosses on their
feet.’

Despite surging profits,
the extra money created by
the workers’ sacrifices went
straight into the capitalists’
pockets. The promised
growth in investment and
security of jobs in the
development areas, never
materialised.

Even when profits are
low, ““firms distributed
nearly all of them in
dividends’’ (Ryder reports).
British investment abroad is
one of the only thriving
areas of the economy.

Even if we were daft
enough to trust the bosses
to reinvest, would import
controls work?

The quotas on American
synthetic fibres badly af-
fected the British woollen
industry. The block on In-
donesian shirt and trouser
imports was met by
cancellation of Indonesian
government orders for
aeroplanes, process plant
and other goods.

At best, retaliation by
those denied British
markets would simply
transfer unemployment
from one group of workers
to another.

Employers, protected
from overseas competition,
would have no need to in-
vest or modernise. The run-
down of industry would
continue apace behind the
protective wall of tariffs.
Prices and profits would
soar, while workers in other
industries lost jobs as a
result of retaliation against
British exports.

Jack Brown, replying to
Margaret’s opening speech,
called for selective controls
so as not to hit the third
world workers. Ironically,
however, it is only in the
third world that the ability
to retaliate is weak!

The general tenor of
discussion was interna-
tionalist. Most contribu-
tions stressed the need for
international organisations
of labour rather than im-
port controls.

Textiles—like most of
British industry—is con-
trolled by major
moncpolies and multi-
nationals. Courtaulds,
for example, controls
firms in thirty-seven coun-
tries. Its Bangladeshi
workers get only three per
cent of the wage-levels of
West German Courtaulds
workers.

Unions in developed in-
dustrial countries must use
ali the strength, skills and
resources to organise
workers in subsidiary com-
panies, to lift wages and im-
prove conditions and to
forge indestructible links
with foreign labour against
the same boss. Jack pointed
out that his union had suc-
cessfully fought to recruit
black labour in South
Africa, against that govern-
ment’s policy.

Regionalism is the
natural extension of the na-

tionalist logic of import
controls. Clutching at
straws to protect their
members can blind trade
unionists to the path they
are travelling.

One speaker passionately
outlined the plan to block
the opening of an American
denim manufacturing com-
pany in Durham, because
the only other denim pro-
ducer—based in Nelson
—had already put workers
on short time. She found it
difficult, in her loyalty to
her workmates, to see how
divisive her block with the
bosses is. Yet never was a
united working class more
vital!

What, then, are the alter-
natives? Not just for the
textile workers, but for all
industries and for public
sector workers.

Every redundancy,
including voluntary redun-
dancy, should be fought.
Occupations may not
always be successful, but
there is no alternative in the
immediate situation.

There should be an im-
mediate ban on overtime,
and the unions must de-
mand a shorter working
week in all industries, with
an £80 minimum wage to
wipe out the need for long
hours.

Militant action is vital!
Every peaceful closure gives
confidence to the bosses
and is a psychological and
material blow to labour.

Every resisted closure
makes the next one less like-
ly.

As in other industries,
textile workers are caught
between two stools: under-
investment or investment in
new technology, which
replaces workers’ jobs.
That is the best capitalism
has to offer—redundancy
by an other name!

We have reached the mo-
ment in history when the
labour movement can no
longer afford capitalism.

We need a national plan
of production, under
workers’ contrcl. To
achieve this, we have to take
into public ownership the
major monopolies which
control the commanding
heights of the economy.

Again, we must learn
from our experience!
Workers have paid for these
companies over and over
again, so we must offer
compensation only on the
basis of proven need. We
must refuse to pay for a
crisis we haven’t created.

This is the campaign that
has to be carried
throughout the labour and
trade union movement.

We can see that
capitalism no longer pro-
vides even the basics of life.
Private ownership can no
longer develop the material
or social base of society.

We have to mobilise the
labour movement to take
over the tasks capitalism
cannot perform, and to put
an end to a system which of-
ters workers nothing but a
future of poverty and
unemployment.
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INTERNATIONAL

EL SALVADOR

- The land of the
hunting dogs

Thomas Linehan, a Labour
Party Young Socialist member
from Dagenham, East Lon-

don, visited El Salvador last
December. He gives an eye-
witness account.

Crossing the border
from Guatemala, we
noticed how the Sal-
vadorian troops sna-
pped out orders at
will, threatening any
dissenters with a
wave of their guns.

Arriving in San Salvador,
the capital, the mood was
even more hostile. It was
then that a bizarre series of
events began, first of all,
with the loss of my passport.
My stomach was turning at
the thought of explaining to

trigger happy soldiers why I

did not pcssess identifica-
tion.

Consoling myself, I thou-
ght maybe the gruesome
tales about El Salvador were
exaggerated. 1 was wrong.
San Salvador is the right
wing junta’s centre of oper-
ations, the beating heart of
the monster.

Because of the huge
concentration of troops,
right-wing assassination
squads are able to roam the
city in practical immunity.
To my misfortune, I ‘bum-
ped’ into what I could only
suppose to be one of these
squads. :

I reacted angrily after a
van tried to run me down,
only for the occupants to
gun me down, while my
friend looked on in disbe-
lief.

My friend, who dragged
me clear of the gunmen’s
van, said, at the sound of
the first shot, the street
packed with rush hour
travellers, cleared in one
second flat, and told me
of people crammed in shop
doorways, their faces frozen
in terror.

As soon as the gunmen
drove off, people went on
their way as if nothing had
happened. After all, this
was El Salvador and just
another assassination att-
empt, fortunately for me
unsuccessful.

This is all part of the
right’s deliberate policy of
psychological warfare, the
aim being to paralyse the
workers and peasants into a
state of submission. These
‘goon squads’ are clearly
given a free rein by the
Junta. The gunmen had an
almost casual attitude. We
had seen troops earlier, just
around the corner and they
couldn’t have failed to hear
the shots, but the gunmen
acted throughout as if there
would be no threat of

interference. Their assump-
tion was naturally correct!

People were not prepared
to help me to hospital, for
fear of retaliation, so we had
to make our own way. The
hospital was like a scene
from ‘Mash’, wounded peo-
ple lying everywhere.

One person with half his
chin blown off was left
completely unattended, peo-
ple walking around him as if
he didn’t exist. This was the
Hospital Rosales—hospital
of the poor!

With all due respect to
the overburdened staff, I
was treated attentively as if
they were embarrassed that
such a thing could happen
to a visitor to their country.

One doctor told me that
he personally treated 9 or 10
‘balaso’ victims a day. He
pointed his fingers to his
head in the shape of a gun,
asking if I understood.

He also told me that
death squads frequently
burst into the hospital to
complete ‘unfinished work’.
As a piece of ‘unfinished
work’, my friend suggested 1
leave quick. I needed no
prompting!

Warnings from
death squads

The death squads terror-
ise the people of El Salva-
dor. One of these groups,
the Maximiliano Hernandez
Brigade, named after a 1930
dictator whose most notable
achievement was massac-
ring 30,000 workers, regu-
larly accuse Jesuit priests of
being Communists.

Is it any wonder the
people live in state of near
panic? An American teach-
er living in El Salvador, told
me of how anyone suspected
of leftist sympathies, rec-
ieves these ‘‘unwelcome”
visitors, usually, in the dead
of night.

The victims, along with
their entire tamily, children
included, are literally hack-
ed to pieces with a machette
and their remains, a head
here, an arm there, are
scattered outside neighbour-
ing houses as a warning to
others.

The method is- intimida-
tion, the effect is devasta-
ting! The , ruling junta,
“moderate” according to its
doting sponsor, the United
States, has reneged on every
promise it made to the
Salvadorian people.

When popular unrest
grew, the junta reated in the
time honoured way, the Dr
Jekyll of “reform” changed
into the Mr Hyde of
reaction. Political normality
Latin American style was
resumed.

As well as demented
“death squads”, other “not-
able” allies of the Junta, are
the Orden (order) and the
National Guard. The Orden
the blood hounds of the
Junta, are armed mavericks
from the ranks of the

peasants, in the pay of the

army. They supply informa-
tion on leftist movements,
usually for just a few pieces
of silver.

Pampered
killers

However, the group which
the people detest most of all,
are the National Guard.
Career soldiers, these fana-
tics, drawn from the middle
class, spearhead most of the
operations against the guer-
rilla army (FMLN).

Whenever the guerrillas
elude one of their ‘‘cele-
brated” pincers, and this is
a regular occurence, the
Guard vents its rage on the
nearest village, as last
October in Morazan prov-
ince, when they ‘retalia-
ted” by murdering over 500
civilians.

These pampered killers,
in their cravats and well
polished boots, arrogantly
strut about the peasantry,
convinced of the righteous-
ness of their ‘“‘cause”. A
Salvadorian workers sum-
med them up. “They are
hunting dogs tearing our
people apart.”

For too long the imperia-
lists of the United States
capitalist class, and the
Salvadorian oligarchy, have
literally wrung the poor to
their last drop of sweat.

They know that if this
popular revolt was success-
ful, their interests, wealth
and privileges would be in
mortal danger, so they feel
any methods are justifiable
if their nightmare is not to
become a reality.

Nonetheless, all the cards
of history are stacked aga-
inst them, and even by
unleashing the predators of
the Right, they cannot and
will not hold back the hands
of the clock.

The Chilean working class, crushed by Pinochet in 1973 are moving
into action again

MINERS STRIKE

On 22 April, 10,000 workers = ————————

at the El Teniente copper
mine in Chile came out en
strike after management had
offered a 2% wage increase as
their reply to union demands

GHILE

for an 18% rise to at least P ———————————

partially keep up with infla-
tion.

Supported by the national
union Coordinadora Nacional
Sindical they are prepared to
continue the stoppage after
the 60 day limit put on strikes
by the ruling junta of General
Pinochet. '

Trade union activity since
Pinochet seized power in 1973

has required enormous cour-

age. The President and
General Secretary of the CNS
were arrested this January for
illegal wunion activity and
many many more have simply
disappeared, been murdered
or thrown in prison for
defending workers’ rights.

It is impossible though for
any regime to legislate or
bayonet the class struggle out
of existence. The El Teniente
miners over the past four or
five years have been pushed to
the fore in struggles against
the Pinochet regime. They
have clearly seen what mili-

tary dictatorship means to all
but the richest in Chile.

El Teniente like the rest of
the copper industry was
nationalised in July 1971
under the Popular Unity
government of Allende. Such
has been the zeal with which
publicly owned companies
have been handed back to
capitalist owners that there
had been talk of the copper
industry also being denation-
alised.

But two things stopped the
regime from following the
logic of their Chigago mone-
tarist advisers. One has been
the slow rate of international
investment in Chile, which
despite the lavish induce-
ments of a low paid, repressed
working class, has felt the
chill winds of capitalist crisis.

The second reason is fear of
the response of Chilean
workers. The El Teniente

strike is just the latest of a-

number of strikes and prot-
ests which have disturbed
Pinochet’s dream of a tran-
quil pursuit of profits for the
bosses.

The disgusting housing
conditions, which have deter-
iorated rapidly under the
junta have sparked off mass
protests. Dwellers in the
shanty towns around Santiago
have publicly demenstrated
against the lack of housing.
Groups of homeless families
have staged fasts and hunger
strikes in Catholic churches
and in the Swedish embassy.
At least there the police and
security forces would be more
diffident about attacking: pro-
testors.

Workers in Chile are oper-
ating under enormous diffi-
culties of cruel repression
but the struggles of the
working class will be the
determining factor in remov-
ing the Pinochet junta, and
ensuring socialism in Chile
and South America as a
whole.

The miners’ strike shows
that the Chilean working class
are beginning to move.

NEW MILITANT
PAMPHLETS

‘Lessons of Spain’
by Leon Trotsky.
With the original
1938 introduction
30p + 15p p&p

Also available ‘The
Spanish Revolution

1931-36’ by Ted
Grant
Available from

World Books
1 Mentmore Terrace,
London E8 3PN

LESSONS @F

BY LEON TROTSKY

A Militant Publication
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VIEWS? COMMENTS? EXPERIENCES?
CRITICISM? WRITE ABOUT THEM TO:

MILITANT, 1 Mentmore Telrrace, London E8 3PN

The truth,
the whole truth....?

Dear Comrades

At the recent LPYS
conference Arthur Scargill
attacked the bias and distor-
tions of the capitalist press,
owned and controlled by a
handful of millionaires such
as Rupert Murdoch. 1
endorse Arthur Scargill’s
remarks.

The Associated Newspa-
per Group includes both the
Daily Mail and the South
Wales Evening Post (though
the chairman Rothermere
lives in the South of

France). Both papers have
' recently had attacks on
Militant.

Spot the difference. The Daily Mail removed a

policeman from their photo of Brixton

The Tory rag, the Mail
has apparently admitted
‘retouching’ a picture they
had of the Brixton riot—in
fact they more like obliter-
ated it removing a police-
man from the photograph.
If they can do this to photos
I’ll leave you to draw your
own conclusions what they
do with words in articles.

Their bias is no surprise
if you look at some of the
characters who control these
empires. Pearson -of the
Financial Times has 83
weeklies, 10 evening papers
and one morning paper.
Lord Cowdray has

now

handed control of his emp-
ire over to a relative, Lord
Gibson. In the same group
are the Duke of Atholl and
Michael Hare, also an
aristocrat. Another example
is Trafalgar House of Daily
Express etc. donated £20,-
000 to Conservative funds in
1977 and managing director
Victor Mathews was at one
time member of the right
wing Economic League.

Yours fraternally
Jim Bond
Neath

CB Radio: for breakers or strike-breakers?

Dear ‘Militant’

Citizens Band (CB) radio
users have been fighting to
legalise our use of the
frequency in operation all
around the world by CB-
ers—27MHZ AM. For the
past few years we have had
imany major confrontations
with the government.

The movement is growing
all the time, but just as we
look like winning they use
every dirty, low life tactic to
suppress the will of the
march on the 10 May and
the Campaign for Nuclear

March on the 10 May and
found we had fallen foul of
the Home Secretary’s blan-
ket ban on marches, which
was apparently intended to
stop the National Front
marching. Most CBers
didn’t think their case had
anything to do with politics
in the beginning, but they
are learning.

The Citizen Band Feder-
ation have contacted the
National Council for Civil
Liberties who are taking up
our case along with that of
Disarmament, who are also

affected by this ban.

We’ve always had a good
working relation with the
police before, but I think
things are beginning to
change. We started out
fighting for freedom of the
airways and ended up
fighting for freedom of
speech. We haven’t even got
the right to protest for the
right to protest! Catch 22.

Fraternally
‘Iconoclast’
East London Breakers
Association

Dear Comrade

I did not expect to see the
pages of ‘Militant’ thrown
open in support of the
multinational electronics
corporations sales drive for
yet another high profit, low
social value, consumer gim-
mick.

But here we have a plea
from a Shaw Labour Party
correspondent, arguing the
case for Citizen Band radio
and the right of the
individual to indiscriminat-
ely pollute the air waves for
his own entertainment. 3

This particular right of
the few owes nothing to
socialist thought, employs
the same principles as
private health care and
education, and expresses
the right to support exploi-
tation of cheap labour
through the purchase of
goods manufactured in cer-
tain underdeveloped nat-
ions.

In fact, the very princip-
les of ‘freedom’ advocated
by the Thatcher govern-
ment.

Yes, there is a move in the
offing to confine ‘Breakers’
to 927 MHz F.M but in
common with all such Tory
and Liberal legislation since
the ‘Ten Hours Bill’ and
Factory Acts, there is«no
likelihood of sufficient fun-
ding to pay for an inspect-
orate to enforce the new law.

The avoidance and saving

of lives through the emerg-
ency channel may be true of

U.S. experience in the ‘wide
opzn spaces’, where public
communications depend sol-
ely on the cr:de law of
suppl - end demad. In this
small island there is over-
whelming proof of the
extensive interference of
C.B. in the already hard-pr-
essed fire, aiabulance and
hospital communication se-
rvices.

Citizens Band may pro-
vide the chat in saving the
lives of a few suicidal
‘Breakers’ but its potential
to assist the growing num-
ber of unemployed driven to
end the struggle for survival
is restricted to the unlikely
few who would place owner-
ship of C.B. before food and
family care.

Contrary to assisting the
march of socialism CB, in
the hands of blackleg lorry
drivers and right wing
groups with access to funds
far greater than the rank
and file labour movement
could draw on, provides yet
another means for organi-
sing strike breaking and
attacks on the left. '

‘Come off it Comrade
Clegg! Stop playing with
your consumer durables and
let’s get on with the real
issues that face us.

Yours fraternally
Jack Hawker
Bexleyheath LP
POEU Broad Left

Carefree workers

Dear Comrades,

I was very perturbed on
reading your article ‘A Tale
of Two Classes’ (24 April). 1
became even more concer-
ned over the injustices to the
ordinary working class peo-
ple when, on the same day, I
read the following article in
a national newspaper;

A top chief inspector was
awarded costs and had his
job re-instated after being
cleared of shoplifting.

Store detectives watched
as he put groceries worth £8
in his shopping bag and
passed through the check-
out without paying. In court
he told magistrates he had
been working ten to four-
teen hours a day and doing
all the domestic chores
because his wife was ill.

Obviously the strain was
too much for him, as with
the guidance of his psychia-
trist, he managed to ‘con-
vince’ the magistrates that
with all his worries and
anxieties and problems with
his sex life, he had commit-
ted a crime while under
pressure.

Presumably working class
people don’t have any ex-
ceptional worries or anxie-
ties let alone any problems
with their sex lives. So much
for British justice.

Fraternally yours,

Janette King

Hangleton CLP

Property leads to

war— Official
Dear Comrades,

Support for Marxism
sometimes comes from the
most unexpected quarters.

In a short article in the
‘Radio Times’ (2-8 Ma)
previewing the BBC 2 TV
programme ‘The making of
Mankind’, the anthropolo-
gist Richard Leakey conc-
ludes from his researches
that there is no basis for the
are

belief that humans
inherently aggressive.

He states that conflicts
and wars only began when
farming created property

rights and

jealousies

around ten thousand years

ago. Before that,

human

beings were hunter/gather-

another.
of survival was based

together.

that things
wrong.”

ers who did not threaten one

The article quotes him a§
saying ‘“Their whole strategy

on

sharing and doing things

“They seemed to be a
positive compassionate ani-
mal. It’s onlyin recent times
have gone

The importance of his

mated. It will show

The germ bomb

Dear Comrades,

The recent revelations
regarding Winston Chur-
chill’s wartime plans for
germ warfare must act as a
lesson for the entire labour
movement. ‘

The development and
testing of an anthrax bomb
on the Scottish island of
Gruinard revealed that six
major German cities were
considered for bombing and
contamination with anthrax
spots. This disease, trans-
mitted simply through bre-

athing polluted air, has
horrifying results. Septic
skin scabs develop and

death through blood poison-

ing follows within a week.
A four-pound bomb has

made the entire island of

Gruinard uninhabitable for
forty years and it could be so
for another 100 years! Had
Germany been bombed, Ber-
lin, Stuttgart etc could to-
day be deserts.

The modern development
of germ, nuclear and con-
ventional weapons could, if
used, return the planet to
the domain of the insect....
or no life at all. Those who
plead for peace in the vain
hope that capitalist and
bureaucrat will “see sense”
and disarm are living a
dream.

For socialists the only war
that can end wars is the
class war.

Fraternally,

Eddie Phillips

Glasgow Provan CLP

series cannot be underesti-

to

millions the materialist evo-

IN MEMORY OF

Harlow Mili-

tant sup-
porters

honour lan’s |
memory as hej

would have
wished —by

continuing the}

fight for
socialism

lan Burge, Harlow Labour Party;

ASTMS NE

tee, died 18 May 1980

IAN BURGE

London
Medical branch; Secretary of
Tower Hamlets Health district
Joint Shop Stewards Commit-

lution of mankind, and our
progress in a relatively short
period. It will prove that
private property has not
always existed.

This should also give a
spur to comrades to read
Engels’ classic book ‘The
origins of the family, private
property and the state’. It
will give us a glimpse of how
television could be used to
genuinely inform on a mass
scale, a socialist society.

Yours fraternally,

Alan Turner

South East Leeds CLP

Concern for
the £millions

Dear Comrades

Those nasty Marxists ac-
cuse the capitalists of merely
seeking profit and disre-
garding the safety of work-
ing people. Well, this week
I’ve had two warnings about
my safety and it seems the
bosses really care after all.

In the pub, I was
surprised tosee a beer mat
slogan saying, ‘“You may
only be one drink away”
warning of the dangers of
drunken driving. This war-
ning was “Issued in the
interests of public safety by
the brewery industry.”

Curious. The same people
who spend millions getting
us to drink more, telling us
to lay off? Perhaps I'd
misjudged them all these
years.

I turned over the beermat
“Drink Barbican—alcohol
Free Lager’—drive safely:
drink 19 pints of Barbican?
(ugh). .

More seriously, anothe:
warning, on cars this time.
In a local paper there was a
horror story about the
danger of ‘fake’ spare parts
that could even kill us, (if
the Barbican doesn’t).

What with times being
hard, fewer cars are being
sold and rather than take
their cars to those ever-so
reliable garage chappies, we
motorists were servicing our
own cars.

What a stunning piece of
news: cut, frozen and
cramped amateur mechan-
ics grovelling in engines for
lost nuts will be surprised. It
wasn’t said, but implied,
that we shouldn’t do it.

The real »c ror, however,
is that nasty (foreign, of
course) companies are mak-
ing cheap and unsafe copies
of parts and endangering
us.
But never fear! Our
heroes, the men in shining
Rolls-Royce, leap to our’
defence. “This has gone far
enough. When we find them
we’ll stamp on them”’ they
spluttered. ‘“They have no
consideration for public
safety.”

What fine fellows! I could
almost have believed their
concern if I hadn’t noticed
that this ‘unsafe’ trade is
costing manufacturers two
thousand million pounds a
year.

Where was their concern
for public safety when it was

costing them a mere £2m or

£20m a year?

Yours Dave Griffiths
Stafford and S* e
Labour Party
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CLASSIFIED: 5p per word,
minimum ten words
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2
column centimetres.

All advertisement copy
should reach this office by
SATURDAY

° LN

Target Target

CLASSIFIED Area Received % of target achieved 11 July for year
cens Eastern 1541 35501 7100
East Midlands 1355 2750
I'D RATHER BE | [ vismmss —— 1356 b
MOLE THAN Humberside _ 591 1750| 3500
L London East 1918 3800 7600
_ . - London West 1201 2400
A RAT T Shlrts London South 1082 2750 gggg
Manchester & Lanes | 1373 2900 | 5800
Summer T-shirts. Colours—white, yellow, sky blue, dark Merseyside 1229 3300
tgree, navy and black. All with red motif. Round neck and Northern _ 170 6600
short sleeves. 703 4300 | 8600
Scotland East 929 2200 4400
Sizes—children’s: 24, 26, 28, 28 and 20 inch chest. £2.80 Scotland West 1493 3750 | 7500
each. Adults’: small—32-24; medium—234-36; large— Southern 1818 3550 7100
28-40; extra large (no dark green)—42-44. £2.25 each. Both South West 779
costs include postage and packing. Please indicate colour, 1750 | 3500
and size preferred. ALL PROCEEDS TO THE FIGHTING Wales East 619 1300 | 2600
FUND: Wales West 809 2300 | 4600
Cheques and postal orders made out to R Harris. Send West Midlands 1343 4300 | 8600
orders with payment to: R Harris, 35 Westminster Court, Yorkshire 1967
Blackburn, Lancashire BB1 1UR. : 4500
Others | 5543 6250 | 12500
Total received

OUT NOW!

‘A fighting
programme for the
NUR’

Price 25p [+10p
postage] from
World Books,

1 Mentmeore Terrace
London E8 3PN

Fancy vyourself as a
parliamentary candidate in
Croydon? Croydon Co-
operative Party (affiliated to
four CLPs) is organising

brains trust/question time
session to enable the local
labour movement to hear in-
dividuals intrested in standing
for any of the Croydon seats.
No selections immediately
pending. Write to Secretary,
Flat 10, 13 Beulah Hill, Lon-

National Demonstration
Against Racist Attacks
called by Coventry Cam-
paign Against Racism, Sat-
urday, May 23rd. Assemble:
Edgewick Park, Foleshill,
Ceoventry—1.00pm. March
moves off at 2.00pm to City
Centre, to lay a wreath near
‘Mothercare’, where Sat-
nam Sigh Gill was murder-
ed. Bring TU, JSSC, LP and

LPYS banners.

WEST MIDLANDS MILITANT
MAY DAY 400 CLUB DRAW
winners £150—No. 98
J Charles, A Orton, J Charles,
S Hall (Carrefour Hyper-
market) £20—No. 308
Carmel Carrolan (Yardley)
£10—No. 313 M Hinks (Er-
dington) £5—NO. 104 Bar-
bara Hanson (Castle Vale)
£5—No. 16 Bob Scott (Birm-
ingham University) £5—No.
221 B Robinson (Davenports}

f5—No. 379 Louise Birch
(Kings Norton)

~ JUST OUT! 1981 SUPPLEMENT TO
PROFITEERING FROM CHEAP LABOUR

In April 1981 the British Department of Trade released the
latest reports by British companies with subsidiaries in South
Africa in terms of the EEC ‘Code of Conduct’ on wages and
other conditions affecting black workers.

SALEP’'s pamphlet ‘Profiteering from Cheap
Labour—Wages paid by British companies in South Africa’,
published in August 1980, gave data from last year’'s reports
to the Department of Trade. The new supplement updates the
pamphlet with the latest figures obtained. The wage rates
given in the supplement are those which applied (according to
the companies) in June 1980. Price: 15p (plus postage) 10%
reduction on orders of 10 or moere. Order from: SALEP,
Westgate Street, London E8. Please make cheques and postal
orders payable to SALEP.

don SE19.

MARXIST WEEKEND SCHOOL

Friday 26 June (evening), Saturday 27 & Sunday 28
Book this weekend in your diary now and start organising
a group from your Labour Party, Young Socialists and
Trade Union Branches.
Write to ‘Militant School’, 1 Mentmore Terrace,
London E8 3PN
More details in future issues

BIRMINGHAM MILITANT
RALLY

Saturday 6 June. Doors open 12 noon
Stalls, Créche, Refreshments, entertainment
at 1pm: The Banner Theatre Group
present their play on BL
2.30pm: ‘The Socialist Way Forward’
SPEAKERS:

Ted Grant [Militant Political Editor]
Les Kuriata [LPYS National Committee]
at Carrs Lane Church Centre, Carrs Lane,

Birmingham

Tickets £1

Tickets available from M Spence, 22 Milstead Road,

Yardley, Birmingham.

Big businessmen in
the City have made a
fortune by gambling
recently. Not on the
result of the Cup
Final, or a flutter on
the horses but on the
stock exchange.

Ignoring the record post-
war unemployment and the
record bankruptcies in 1980
share prices hit a new high.
Most of these hustlers are
just printing money for
themselves, and share prices
bore no relation to the
dismal state of the economy.

One supermarket firm,
however, reported profits up
40% for the second time
running. All the ‘glory’ will
go to the bosses who will get
patted on the head by the
shareholders. What will go
to the workers? Right first
time—nothing!

The company have turned
down a demand for a 20%
wage rise, 35 hour week,
and longer holidays by
maintenance engineers and
offered a final 12%2% for
skilled craftsmen and pro
rate for other workers.

These leeches are the
people who determine the
policies of the Tory Party.
One of the-family owners is
a Tory MP, another is a
supporter of the Social
Democrats.

They also try to dictate
the policies of Labour
governments. If we want to
ensure that future Labour
governments don’t give in to
the vested interests of the
bosses, we need to fight for a
government which is com-
mitted to clear socialist
policies.

If you agree with us,
make sure you join the
growing ranks of those who
support Militant not just in
words, but also with their
money.

Among these have been
participants ' in discussion

By Steve
Cawley

groups in NW London and
Brixton and at a meeting in
Blackpool, which raised £57
for us, TGWU branch
5/909 for £20, Merseyside
NGA members £20 (inclu-
ding ‘night out’) and Know-
sley .- NALGO supporters
who sent us £7. Brighton
LPYS donated £2.25 (what
about other LPYS bran-
ches?) and a number of
individual donations made
up the bulk of this week’s
£1,029.

Thanks particularly to
Bath NGA member £15
(expenses), M Holmes, Bil-
lericay LP, also £15, and for
tenners to N Simpson (Kent
NUM), student G Childs
(Trent Poly L.C.), R Scho-
field (SCPS, London) and M
Singleton (Brighton). S Lon-
don reader R Andrew
donated £8, and fivers this
week included those from S
Donnelly (Leyton), S Smith
(Trowbridge), and EETPU
member, Edinburgh.

Between £2 and £5 came
from J Marston (Valley LP,
Liverpool), J Akehurst (Bri-
ghton) L Levane (S London)
A MacFadgen (NUR, Peter-
borough) and Gedling,
Notts readers J Jones
(GMWU) and L Walker
(TGWU). £1s were R Wil-
son (TGWU, Edinburgh) C
Baum (Grantham), T Max-
field (N Derby NUM), F
Doyle (Glasgow), B Miller
(Brighton) C Bennett
(March), B Williams (Liver-
pool Trades Council) and J
Kerr (London LPYS mem-
ber, unemployed).

Smaller amounts given
regularly by a large number
of our readers, of course,
add up very substantially
over the weeks. The odd 10p
or 20p collected from cha-

nge in fact adds up to
thousands of pounds so far
this year! Sums such as the
60p from R Bowler (New-
castle Central LP) “on a
nurse’s wages, but to cele-
brate the birth of a second
child, Megan” or the 80p
from Brighton student J
Harris are therefore ex-
tremely welcome!

Conventional fund-raising

included £5.75 Mole T-
shirts (Blackburn), Paisley
disco £21, Brighton social
£59 and Gravesend and
Gillingham parties £52.65.
Less conventional methods
included sponsored chilli
eating by N Toms, Brent-
wood (hot stuff) which
netted £2.50!

Another £22 came in from

Alf Killick

London E8 3PN

An account of the
Calais Soldiers’ mutiny in 1918
written by a leading participant

Available, price 20p [+10p

post & packing] from World
Books, 1 Mentmore Tce,

60,000/120,000

a Lancashire sponsored
walk, and pamphlets which
added nearly £50 to our
funds were West London
supporters’ “French Revol-
ution””, Oxford supporters’
Key Economic Facts for
Socialists and Birmingham
readers’ Index to articles in

Militant. (All these are
available from World
Books).

Don’t follow the ways of
the stock exchange. Don’t
speculate on -short term
gains and long term dead
losses. Insure your future by
getting the strength of
Marxism around you. Read,
sell, and give your money to
Militant—a gilt edge invest-
ment for the future.

Militant
pamphlet 2011]

s




TRADE UNION CONFERENCES

NUPE

‘Where is your mandate now’:
prompted by Alan Fisher, a
thousand delegates at the
NUPE annual conference
roared out to Margaret That-
cher their views of the recent
council election.

This was backed
by support for Tony
Benn for deputy lea-
der of the Labour
Party, and a call for
the next Labour gov-
ernment to ‘bring
into public owner-
ship the finan-
cial institutions and
giant monopolies
which control 80 to
85% of the British
economy.”’

As would be expected at
this conference, the cuts by
the Tory government dom-
inated all the main debates
so far. Delegate after dele-

gate came to the rostrum in .

the National Health Service
debate.

They condemned the run-
down of the public sector
and the increase in the
private health sector, where,
for example, NHS hospitals
are now “openly advertised
for sale to private develop-
ers;”

Conference unanimously
carried a composite calling
for a campaign against
paybeds and to commit the
next Labour government to

- end private health care and
private health insurance.

Marchers from the
“People’s March” were giv-
en a standing ovation, when
they came to the front of the
conference—another indi-
cation of the strength of

SOUTH WALES NUM

‘““There is no doubt
in my mind that
miners have an
historical mission to
lead in ciass
struggles.”’”

So the South Wales
Miners’ President, Emlyn
Williams, pointed to the
leading role the miners have
played, at the South Wales
area NUM conference.

He went on “the actions of
the South Wales miners in
striking spontenously, but
in a unfied, disciplined
manner on Monday, Febru-
ary 15 against pit closures,
went like a shock wave
through the coal fields.

“Action on 16 February
brought forward the meet-
ing of the NUM and the
Coal Board, with the gov-
ernment, and compelled the
government to recognise
that only it had the solution

By
John Pickard

feeling against the Tories.
In one composite, the
conference expressed its
fullest support to bring
about an early general
election and added it ‘“‘de-
clares its willingness to
support any call by the TUC
for a general strike.”

But there was also.a
recognition that a prog-
ramme of action was needed
to fight unemployment and
the Tory policies; no more
redundancies: work to be
shared out with no loss of
pay: reduction of the work-
ing week to 35 hours with no
reduction in pay.

It also called for a
reduction in the retirement
age for men to 60: a
minimum wage for all
workers, and for the election
of a, Labour government
pledged to bold socialist
policies, including public
ownership of 80% of the
economy. This composite
was passed.

On the Sunday evening
there was a packed meeting
of the Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy to hear
Tony Benn. This meeting
was also an indication of the
growth of socialist ideas and
the Left with NUPE.

'

By
Rob Sewell

to the problems.

“We ended the strike on
the basis of a promise made
by a government notorious
for breaking them. This
may have been a mistake.
We have yet to see the
problems which gave rise to
the strike being resolved.

“But the governent has
had a stern warning. I have
no doubt that if it shows
weakness, then we shall not!
This is a warning also to the
NCB which has shown signs
of wanting to back peddle
over the issue.”

He went on to call for
‘unanimous support’ for
Arthur Scargill in the com-
ing presidential election in
the NUM.

~

The Dyers,

of this issue.

Bleachers
Workers Union meets this week, from
May 16-19. An article on the fight for
jobs in the industry appears on page 9

N

and Textile
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The recent county
elections have shown

- Labour councils have

a clear mandate to
fight Tory cutbacks,
and firemen should
be part of that fight
linking the struggles
of the working class
to our own.

There can be no FBU
solution on our own. We all
have a duty to rid society of
this reactionary anti-work-
ing class government who,
when their system 1is in crisis
immediately make the wor-
king class pay for it.

The Fire Brigades Union
conference this week must
now produce a fighting
programme to rally not only
firemen but other trade
unionists, in defeating the
Tories.

Our executive council
must take the lead; deci-
sions made at conference on
the action needed must be
the mandate for our union
leadership so that there will
be no need to waste precious
time and risk dissipating
energies by organising ‘dele-
gate conferences’.

There is no doubt that if
firemen want tomaintain the
service at its present level
and to retain the pay
formula, then we face the

Firemen rally against the cuts in Not

By
John Allington

(Chairman, Merseyside

biggest struggle since 1977.

The Green Paper, prod-
uced by the Tories propose
savage cuts in the fire
service.

Already approximately
1,000 jobs have disappea-
red. The Green Paper is the
basis on which the employ-
ers will operate to savagely
reduce the fireservice if the
FBU is not prepared to act
nationally.

We cannot afford to
retreat on any of the
employer’s declared inten-
tions, like overtime, man-
ning levels, reductions in
cover, reductions to day
manning and retained fire-
men’s work. Any region that
is going to be picked off
must be prepared to fight
back " with the knowledge
that the strength of the FBU
nationally will be thrown
behind them if necessary.

The right to strike is our
only weapon and there are
plenty of resolutions to
support that. Just because
this issue has not arisen so
far does not mean that they

tingham in 1979. The Tories are now trying to pus

won’t use it in the future to
try and test the membership
along those lines.

The upper quartile—par-
ity with the highest twenty-
five per cent of average
national wages— must be
defended. But the member-
ship should be warned that
it may be a hindrance to
them in the future. If it
does, we should not be
afraid to reject it, and fight
for a minimum decent wage
for firemen.

The number of resolu-
tions calling for one nation-
alised fire service shows the
growing awareness of the
membership towards this
philosophy. An integrated
national service, with ade-
quate finances from govern-
ment and uniform stand-
ards, is vital.

At present, with control
under local authorities, fire-
men still have to negotiate
with local employers on the
size of the budget and the
quality of service and so on,
and there is a danger that
isolated weaker areas could
face attacks alone.

And the service must be
run by those who depend on
it, on the basis of demo-
cratic workers’ control.
Control of the fire service
should be by a central body
made up of a third of the
workers in our industry,
through our union, a third

rough even heavier cuts in the fire service

from the TUC representing
the working class as a
whole, and a third from a
Labour government, to inte-
grate it into a socialist plan
of production.

For this fight we need a
strong united union. For the
future, we must work tow-
ards one union for the serv-
ice, with only one rule book,
the FBU rule book, nothing
less.

And we must now look to
the Labour Party deputy
leadership and recognise
where our allies lie. The
working class can well do
without the pro-capitalist
government like the last
Labour administration of
Jim Callaghan.

We must look forward to
the beginnings of a socialist
Labour government, and
Tony Benn’s election to
deputy leadership is cert-
ainly a step in the right
direction, as well as defen-
ding the recent democratic
gains within the Labour
Party.

Militant Readers’ Meeting
at FBU conference

Speakers: Terry Fields
[FBU executive, personal
capacity]
Richard Venton [Militant]
Tuesday May 19, 7.30pm at
The Greyhound Pub, oppo-
site the ‘Three Bs’

UCW

Since 1980 we’ve seen
many contradictory
processes taking
place within the post
office workers’ uni-
on, the Union of
Communication .

Workers.

The union has just suffer-
ed a major setback with the
acceptance of approved
working methods, yet at the
same time there has been a
tremendous growth of the
Broad Left within the

union.
Over the past twelve
months we’ve seen our

union leadership, along with
the leaders of other trade
unions, trying to hold back
the tide of democracy that is
sweeping through the labour
movement.

At the Labour Party
conference, the UCW dele-

By

Eddie Thorpe

(UCW, Oldham
In-door branch)

gates voted agains the issues
of reselection and election of
Party leader. This went to
the extent that when faced
with defeat on the election
of the Party leader, they said
they must consult the mem-
bership before making a
decision! Not many UCW
members will remember the
last time they were consul-
ted on Labour Party policy!

At our annual conference
in Brighiun this week, many
important issues will be on
the agenda. With unem-
ployment around the 3
million mark the fight for
the 35 hour week must be
taken to the rank and file
membership. Post Office
workers will be particularly
hit with the effects of new

technology. Last year the
UCW employed the Sussex
Policy Research Unit (SP
RU) to look into the effects
of new technology—it found
that 40,000 jobs could be

lost over the next decade.

But the report was dis-
missed by the Executive and
the Post Office management
alike as pure supposition.
While the Post Office
management was given the
right of reply to the report,
SPRU was given no such
opportunity.

It is imperative for the
membership of the union
that it has a planned
strategy of implementation
of new technology within the
Post Office and not a policy
of blundering along accept-
ing piecemeal deals each
year, leaving what member-
ship is left in ten years’ time
wondering what went wrong.

At the special conference
last November we had a
major debate on whether
‘section 6’ of the agenda, on
political and social issues,
should be discussed. This
should have a part of

conference laid aside for a
debate on these important
issues.

If the situation is not

altered at this year’s con-
ference, our delegates will
once again be in the position
of going to the TUC and
Labour Party conference
blind, with no mandate
from the membership. The
delegates must have a
chance to show their feelings
on these major issues. And
we must support the Labour
Party conference decision of
30-40-40’ formula for the
election of leader and dep-
uty leader of the Labour
Party, and support Tony
Benn in his fight for the
election of deputy leader
against Healev.
Militant Readers Meeting at
UCW conference: Room 2,
Wagnor Hall, Regency Rd,
Brighton. 8pm on Tuesday
May 19.

UCW Broad Left Rally.
Speakers. Tony Benn MP
and Peter Dodd (Broad
Left Secretary). Hotel
Metropole, Kings Rd.
7.30 Sunday May 17.
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Lawrence Scott

Workers Occupy

Lawrence Scott and
Electromotors Group
was taken over by
Mining Supplies Ltd
of Doncaster last
October. Since then,
the company put
workers at the Man-
chester factory on
short time working,
on the basis, they
claimed, of prevent-
ing redundancies.
Yet over two months
ago the management
started preparations
for transferring work
to their factory at
Norwich.

The first sign was when
they stated a copy of all
drawings would have to be
taken and put ‘in store’ due
to ‘fire regulations’. After
this, workers found out that
a copy tape of the compu-

By Reg Sidebottom

(Ashton-under-Lyme
CLP)

ter’s production information
had also been taken to
Norwich.

The final straw came
when some of the workers
found out that the company
had sent a letter to the top
20 customers informing that
in future all orders should
be sent to the Norwich
factory!

When this information
came to light, the compnay
announced that the factory
would close on the 10 July.
The decision of the work-
force at a mass meeting was
taken to occupy the factory.
The company threatened the
wo. kforce with dismissal, by
deeming that they had
sacked themselves. They
also tried to scare workers
by saying they would lose all
their redundancy pay.

Workers occupy the Lawrence Scott plant—they must receive suport from the
NUM and Ministry of Defence workers .

Photo: John Smith (IFL)

The stewards have now
made contact with the
workers at the Norwich
plant, who have agreed to
black work that may be
transferred for production,
and to raise financial sup-
port. Now the stewards are
trying to contact the work-
force at Mining Supplies,
Doncaster.

At this moment, the
owner of Mining. Supplies,
Arthur Snipe, is still refu-
sing to talk to the workers.

Support from all factories
and trade union organisa-
tions is required, if the
workers are to stop the
closure. Particular assist-
ance is required from NUM
workers and Ministry of
Defence workers, as the
National Coal Board and
the Naval departments are
the two biggest customers
for Lawrence Scotts prod-
ucts.

advise you that the Mana-

ANSE L5 (oo

The strikers at An-
sells in Birmingham
have been stunned by
a letter they have
received from some
regional officials of
their wunion, the
Transport & General
Workers Union.

This letter contained a
statement from the T&G’s
legal department, together
with an introductory letter
and tear off ballot slip from
Brian Mathers, the regional
secretary.

The statement from Al-
bert Blighton, secretary of
the legal department, poin-

ted out the following: the
men’s pension fund money
was in jeopardy, that the
ex-gratia payment from the
company will be withdrawn,
and unemployment benefit
won’t be paid, while the
dispute continues.

Claims for unfair dismis-

sal could not be commented '
on, but went on to say the -

chances were not good.
Compensation for loss of
employment was lost for all
time, if industrial action
was continued. And finally,
there was “no possibility of
the brewery re-opening.”
This is only excelled by
the regional secretary’s let-
ter, which contained the
following: “I have also to

ging director of the com-
pany has written to the
union indicating that unless
the agreement to re-open
the Aldridge and Gravelly
Park depots is reached by 20
May then the company
would withdraw all offers of
re-employment, and also the
offer of ex-gratia payment to
those whose jobs are lost.

“In view of this the union
is under an obligation to
negotiate for a re-opening
depots in knowledge the
that the alternative is a total
loss of jobs together with an
ex-gratia payment.”’

The ballot slip then reads
“tick either A or B”: ‘A’
says “I fully understand that
the brewery will not re-open
but wish to continue to be in
dispute with the company,
and accept that as a result

the compensation which had -

Croshie

With the victory of Labour
in the Nottingham county
council elections, sacked
teacher Eileen Crosbie was
reinstated.

She was sacked over a
year ago, when the Tories
were in control of the
council, for following offic-
ial National Union of
Teachers’ policy and refus-

ing to teach an oversized

nursery class.

Eileen, and Tony Taylor,
press officer for Notting-
ham Teachers Association
spoke to Militant at the re-
cent NUT conference, ex-
plaining the situation.

Tony—Eileen was faced
with an increase in the
pupil/adult ratio, when a
temporary nursery nurse
was axed, leaving her with

“only one nurse instead of

two in a converted wood-
work room.’ ;
Eileen—‘1 had tried to get
something sorted out before
Christmas, but the local
authority did not respond to
the union.

For three days after
Christmas I had between 32
and 34 children on the
books, and more were due
to be admitted (26 is
supposed to be the maxi-
mum permitted, using DES
ratios).

I refused to take the class
and withdrew to the staff-
room, knowing that I might
be suspended, but that the
union was backing me.

In those three days in
January there were more
accidents and incidents than
December when the kids are
worked up before Christ-
mas. No matter how much
training you’ve had, in some
circumstances you can’t
avoid an accident.

The education depart-
ment sent an official to see
the class; not before lunch,
when the children were
settled, with no games
equipment out etc. As a
result of the visit, the junior
school got an extra teacher;
fine, but the nursery was
told it was not a special
case.’

Eileen was suspended and
finally dismissed. The NUT
in Nottingham started a

been offered will be with-
drawn.”

‘B’ says “I have reconsi- -

dered my position and
accept that negotiations
should commence for the
re-opening of the Aldrige
and Gravelly Park depots
distribution coupled with
the acceptance of the offer
of compensatory payment to
tnose who are not re-emp-
loyed.”

Significantly, the envel-
opes in which these letters
were contained went thro-
ugh the ‘addressograph’
machine at the Aston Cross
brewery.

The first that the T&G
branch committee knew of
this baliot was when a
reporter from the ‘Birming-
ham Post’ contacted the
strike committee!

Ken Bradley, branch
chairman, made these rest-

Victor

Y

By
Felicity Dowling

(NUT)

series of strikes in support.

‘Other teachers can make
sure they don’t have over-
sized classes and take that
through the union divisions
and associations. There’s no
point in one person sticking
their necks out and losing
their job.

Councillors can consider
children’s needs above fin-
ances. Teachers can keep
parents aware of the effect
of cuts on their children’s
education, so they too can
try to influence the people
who make decisions.

I'm really pleased that
our union conference passed
the amendment to instruct
members to take action,
rather than advise them to,
once a decision on action
has been taken. It gives you
security; unless you’ve been
in my situation, you don’t
know that insecurity that
I’ve faced.’

The lessons of the Eileen
Crosbie dispute and a
programmes to fight cuts
and redundancies will be on
the agenda at a Militant
week-end school for teach-
ers, Labour councillors and
parents involved in fighting
school closures, organised
by ‘Militant Teacher’.

‘MILITANT
TEACHER’
Weekend School

13/14 June. Venue: New-
town Community Centre,
Newtown Shopping Centre,
Walsall Road, Birmingham
[one miles from Birming-
ham city centre]. Sessions
on ‘how to fight school
closures’ and ‘the history of
the Labour Party and the
struggle for education.’
Creche and shop available—
cost £2 from Jane McVey, 6
cost £2 from Jane McVeigh,
6 Lancastre Grove, Leeds 5.

rained comments: ‘“We
shall continue to conduct
our business on all channels
by holding a branch meeting
with our members this
week. We don’t believe in
union or management ad-
ministration by post. We
shall conduct business as
normal face to face. We
shall invite the Regional
secretary and Divisional
officer and expect them to
demonstrate their concern
by being in attendence at
the branch meeting this
Wednesday. That’s a chal-
lenge.

“I have only been able to
see him three times in 17
weeks. When I finally spoke
to him this morning he said
he was too busy to see me
He said this was only one of
hundreds of branches he
was responsible for; yet this
ignores the fact this is the

only branch

£e
Jeans

The 90 days ‘dead-
line’ given to the Lee
Jeans workers in
Greenock is now
past. All the threats
about eviction of the
vecupying workforce
have come to noth-
ing.

The tables have been
turned on the bosses. They
expected the young women
who slaved behind sewing
machines for them, to
meekly accept the redun-
dancies served upon them
14 weeks ago.

Now it is the bosses
themselves who meekly acc-
ept that the girls are
occupying until they know
the factory is to be kept
open. )

What deterred the bosses
from carrying out their
eviction threat was the
enormous support from ev-
ery section of the organised
labour movement in Scot-
land, and considerable sums
of money and declarations
of support from all over
Britain.

Well over £3,000 every
week is coming in, and the
figure is rising even after 14
weeks! The LPYS collected
about £250 at their Bridling-
ton Conference and this was
received with warm thanks
by the workers at the
factory. )

The morale is not flagging
in the least. Margaret
Stevenson, a member of the
occupation committee, told
Militant:

“We’re keeping the
machines in good condition
so that when we start back
we can begin work straight
away.”

“So you think you will be
victorious?”’

“Either some one will buy

* this place up and run it or

the old owners will keep it
open. Nothing else can
happen. We will never give
up. We know there’ll be a
victory.”

By Greg Oxley

in official

dispute!

“Any resolution adopted
at this Wednesday’s branch
meeting will . take prece-
dence over any other deci-
sion—i.e. a ballot—and
members will be in a
position to come to an
agreement when informa-
tion is conveyed to them
about recent developments.

““A strong commitment of
support is being given by
other breweries so that we
will be more able to gain a
success when we go into
negotiate with Allied Brew-
eries.”

The fight for jobs at
Ansells has gone on for 17
weeks; now more than ever
before, a bold, firm stand is
needed from the wunion
leadership—not ballot pap-
ers!



CIVIL SERVICE UNIONS

Follow CPSA -

step v

An intensifed plan of action in
the struggle with the Tories
and increasing support for the
left marked the conference of

the civil service’s largest
union, the CPSA. .

This week’s con-
ference of the Civil
"and Public Services
Association gave a
massive endorsement
to a motion laying
out a detailed policy
for intensifying the
civil service dispute.
The motion, moved by
Dave San (Customs and
Excise, Liverpool) “‘con-
demns the Tory govern-
ment’s failure to honour
their commitments to civil
servants and to conceed the
Council of Civil Service
Unions’ pay claim of fifteen
per cent with a £10-under-
pinning minimum by 1

April 1981.

“Conference congratula-
tes both the selective strikers
,and the membership gener-
ally for the tremendous
support shown for the
campaign, disproving press
statements generally on our
lack of support, and re-aff-
irms its belief that only a
settlement of our full claim
can safeguard the living
standards of civil servants.

“While supporting the
action taken so far, confer-
ence, recognising the increa-
sing demands of the mem-
bership for stronger and
firmer action, beleives we
need to escalate the cam-
paign to force the govern-
ment to reach an early
settlement.

“The NEC are therefore
instructed to campaign wit-
hin CCSU for the following:

* Closure of the ports and
airports, by calling out all
civil service union members
in the CAA, Immigration
and Customs and Excise in
those areas, on indefinite
strike with strike pay.
* Indefinite strike of all
members in the passport
- office, with strike pay.
* Maintenance of the
major selective strike areas
presently involved.
% Should our resources
prove insufficient, confer-
ence agrees to increase
voluntary levy.
* Should this action fail to
achieve swift settlement the
NEC should promote a
campaign amongst the
membership for a five-day
national civil service strike
without pay, with a national
demonstration and lobby of
parliament during the strike
action.
* Emergency system of
payments to be established
in DHSS and DE to protect
claimants.

Brian Ingham
(Industrial cor—
respondent) reports
from CPSA conference

“Conference believes that
such a programme of action
will rapidly break the gov-
ernment’s resistance and
destroy any public credib-
ility they have left.

“Conference further rec-
ognises that it may prove
necessary to call an all-out
strike of civil servants to win
a living wage in 1981 and
therefore instructs the NEC
to begin immediate discus-
sions with the other civil
service unions and within
the membership towards
this end.”

Delegate Dave San

who explained to conference
that at a mandating meeting
of over three thousand mem-
bers, opposition to the
demands in this resolution
was limited to less than
one or two hundred.

. Elections for executive pos-

itions within CPSA showed
a marked increase for the
left within the union. Im
what was a small turnout, in
the presidential elections,
Kate Losinska retained her
seat with 26,425 votes, Len
Lever received 16,498 and
Broad Left candidate and
‘Militant’ supporter Kevin
Roddy received 15,351—an
increase in the Broad Left
vote.

There was growing sup-

port for the left in elections
to .the uniom’s National

Executive. Whereas last -

year only two left wingers
were on the executive, this
year ten were returned,
including a left wing deputy
president and two ‘Militant’
supporters, Frank Bonner
and Jean Mahoney. ‘Mili-
tant’ supporter Chris Baugh
received a departmental
vote, and will take a place on
the executive should omne
member leave.

In moving the motion,
Dave San explained that the
demands of some of the
delegates  for  all-out
action were premature.
Before agreeing to this
ultimate step, he said, the
members would want to see
that all other possible
avenues exhausted.

Seconding the motion,
‘militant’ supporter Pat
Byrne (DHSS) criticised the
right-wing NEC, who had
not only failed to come

‘forward with any motion of

their own to take the action
forward, but were opposing
every motion on the pay
campaign sent in by bran-
ches.

Ken Thomas, CPSA
general secretary, who had
disagreed with the NEC and
therefore declined to speak
on their behalf on the
question, said that it was an
honest debate, with the
delegates quite clearly spea-
king for the members in
their branches.

This was illustrated by
Norman Hall (Newcastle
DHSS central office branch)

Some delegates nad op-
posed all-out strike action
without strike pay on the
grounds that CPSA mem-
bers on very low wages
simply couldn’t afford such
a sacrifice. In his reply,
Dave San said if members
couldn’t afford 7%, they
couldn’t afford not to take
such action to win the claim!

Dave San’s reply followed
closely on a speech by
Marianne Chambers, mov-
ing opposition on behalf of
the NEC.

During the speech she
threw a challnge to the
delegates: if their members

Eeomsssa e
ELECTION OF
FULL-TIME OFFICIALS
Senior CPSA officials will in
fature be elected every five
years, following a motion
passed at Conference by
147,936 votes to 49,139.
Unsuccessful candidates will
have the right to appeal to
conference. At present,
officials are appointed by
the Executive for life.

Unanimous support
for a resolution simi-
lar to that passed at
the CPSA confer-
ence, was given at
the separate group
conference of CPSA
members within the
Civil Aviation Auth-
ority.

would support the all-out
action proposed, they sho-
uld come to the rostrum.
Hundreds of delegates spon-
taneously flocked to the
front of the conference in a
magnificent show of strength
behind the resolution! This
support was then confirmed
by a majority of at least 4 to
1 for the action.

CPSA members are now
faced with the task of
keeping pressure on the
NEC to ensure that the
terms of this resolution are
translated into action.

The union’s leadership in
the coming year will be more
responsive to the demands
and-aspirations of the mem-
bership. The significant
victories for Broad Left
candidates in the elections
for the national and section
positions will alter its com-
plexion.

In the election for DHSS
section chairman (about a
quarter of the union’s
membership) Kevin
McHugh, ‘Militant’ suppor-
ter in the Newcastle Central
Office, turned a six thou-
sand majority for Pat Wor-
mersley, sitting vice-presi-
dent of the union, into a 400
Broad Left majority.

In the smaller sections,
the other sitting vice-presi-
dent and the sitting presi-
dent, Kate Losinska, lost
their positions as section
chairmen.

Delegates vote at conference
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Nearly 800 staff

11-13 May.

The centres were virtually
closed down. At Oxgate
Lane in London the strike
was 90% strong. For the few
staff who did go in there was
no effective work.

Coopers Row in central
London was in complete
darkness. All the lights had
been switched off—no one
was working. This deals
with international business
and Midland bank will be
losing over a million pounds.
Management are dictat-
ing that employees get only
a 10% rise. “On living costs
alone we could justify 20%.
They made £215 million last
year. We don’t mind them
making a bit of gravy, as
long as we are allowed to dip
our bread in it now and
again” said Bob Green,
BIFU office rep at the
Oxgate computer centre.
“They say that profits are
going down because the year
before last they made £300
million due to high interest
rates. £215m is still a very
good year.

“One problem in the
banking union is the frag-
mentation of the industry.
Management put pressure
on individuals where there

are only a dozen or so in one

\

Bankworkers picket of Midland Bank in Hackney

BANK —
WORKERS
STRIKE

at Midland bank

computer centres in London, Pudsey
and Liverpool took strike action over
36 hours involving all shifts, from

Bob Green, BIFU
office rep, Oxgate
Lane computer cen-
tre, spoke to Ed
Bober

branch. But in the computer
centres we are able to get
over this problem. 250
people work here at Oxgate
Lane. We are mounting
effective industrial action.”

Management must neg-
otiate with BIFU. In the

"next week or so there could

be a total stoppage in all the
banks in the country if
management does not come
to its senses. Balloting has
been taking place on further
acton.

AUEW

Broad Left supporters
within the AUEW national-
ly should attend a national
conference, called by the
‘Engineering Gazette’. The
canference will be held at
the AEU Club,  Mather
Street, Eccles near Man-
chster on Sunday, May 17,
from 11.00 to 3.30.

REePOIYES

'
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United Glass- 3Million reasonstowin...

‘““The bosses try
somthing nearly
every day to try
to get one on us.
Always trying to
find a weak spot.
Great!

This only raises
the lads morale
and boosts our
determmatlon to
Wlll'”

This_is the unhesi-
tating optimism of
the 560 workers,
members of the Gen-
eral and Municipal
Workers Union, on
strike in defence of
jobs at the United
Glass plant at Peas-
ley Cross, St. Helens.

The strikers have escal-
ated the action, organising
flying pickets to various
parts of Britain, preventing
finished goods from enter-
ing warehouses. This was
the case in Bedfordshire,
when lorry drivers refused to
cross the picket line in
solidarity.

At Peasley itself, the
Transport and General
Workers Union, which has
shown magnificent support,
have now taken unofficial
strike action and are seeking
to step this up.

Nevertheless, the reac-
tionary bosses at United
Glass have shown no inten-
tion of yielding. A top
management/union meeting
last Thursday proved use-
less. The unions have pled-
ged that no further negotia-
tions will take place until
United Glass withdraw all
threats of job losses. - -

This pledge will require
“backup” in terms of con-
crete action. It is very
~ important that Peasley’s
sister plant, ten minutes
away at Ravenhead, is
brought into the dispute.

Likewise glass workers
throughout Britain, at_Pil-

CONTINUED FROM

Surely, you might say,
this only happens if the
DHSS had reasonable evi-
dence of fraud? Not so.

The DHSS circular makes
it clear than anyone who has
been on supplementary
benefit for more than four
months is at risk. For
example, the visiting officer
msy report a “suspiciously
high standard of kiving.” If
you're on benefits, you’d
better rid of your
television and cother ‘luxur-
ies’ if you've got any, just in
case.

If the claimant has a skill
such as typing er car repair
where ““local knowledge
indicates there are oppor-
tunities,” or a cliamant’s
relatives are known to be in
business or seif-employed
you are under suspicion. If
your third cousin runs a

The ‘People’s March for Jobs’ marchers call in at United Glass’ Peasley plant on 6 May

OUR JOBS ¢

kingtons, Rockware and

others, desperately need to -

support their brothers at
Peasley.

As a leaflet distributed by
supporters of ‘Militant’
points out “There are 3
million reasons why this

DHSS

PAGE ONE
sweet shop, watch out!
A woman [iving
with a child, a widow
orcee, or single paren
the worst treatment,
pecially if the imvestigator
believes there are “signs of
male presence.”
Once these ‘suspects’ have
been selected, the claimant
is visited and told his or her

special
review”, and warned of the
“serious conmsequences of
fraud.”
“If you have good reason
to suspect the validity of the
claim” says the circular,

J

-

si?

struggle must be won. A
victory for workers at Uni-
ted Glass would not only
eliminate the possibility of
further redundancies at
Peasley and Ravenhead. It
would weaken the bosses’
determination to throw

unnecessary to pursue your
iries further.”
The document then says

“there must be no pres- -

sure.”

But this cautionary advice
is laughable, after the
circular has recommended
methods which are clearly
intended to be intimidatory.

The have clea-
riy been designed to create
an atmosphere of fear
amongst supplementary
benefit claimants.

These methods have been
adopted by the Tories to
save £40 million. But ‘The
Guardian’ [9 May] recently
revealed that the - anti-fidd-
lers are themselves fidd-
ling—inflating the amount
of money saved in order to
meet the Tories’ target [£50
million]. One fifih of the
alleged “fraud cases” were
not real fraud at all, and did
not represent real savings.

And perhaps we can ask
Mr Jenkin, the Tory DHSS
minister, what he is doing

to help needy people to get

more workers onto the dole
queue from the glass indus-
try in general.”

This increase in activity is
vitally necessary if manage-
ment are to concede victory
and withdraw the com-
pulsory redundancy notices,

their unclaimed benefits.
These were reckoned to be
worth about £400 million in
1979, ten times the amount
the Tories claim to be saving
from detected fiddling. '

And what are the Tories
doing to defeat tax evasion
which overwhelmingly in-
volves the rich? This is
estimated to cost between
£1,000 million and £2,000
million every year. The
answer is they have cut back
on the number of tax inves-
tigators!

Social Security benefits
must be freely available to
all who need them, without
being frightened to claim for
fear of the kmock in the
night.

Uniting together the
broad labour and trade
union movement, side by
side with the civil service
unions and the claimants,
can build a movement that
is capable of defeating this
govenment’s attempt to
make the claiming of social
security benefits a ‘“‘crime”.

F
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STRIKING FOR

Report by
teve Higham

which hang over the heads
of 81 workers. -

In addition, messages of
support from all sections of
the trade union and labour
movement would be thank-
fully received. Shop stew-
ards were delighted, for

example, when they received
an encouraging letter from
Yeovil LPYS!

Please forward these with
much needed financial ass-
istance to Alan Abberton,
106 Marshalls Cross Road,
St Helens, Merseyside.
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